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Kansas Interagency Coordinating Council 

on Early Childhood 

Developmental Services 
Meeting Minutes 

Kanza Café, Topeka, KS 

January 22, 2016 

           

Matt Connell, Chair & Public Member   

Stephanie Parkison, Vice-Chair & Kansas Dept. for Children & Families (DCF) 

Sarah Walters, Kansas Dept. of Health and Environment (KDHE)     

Barbara Dayal, Kansas State Dept. of Education (KSDE)    

Karen Pahls, Provider Member 

David Lindeman, Regents Representative       

Tammy Scheopner, Parent Member 

Kathy Kersenbrock-Ostmeyer, Provider Member 

Lindy McDaniel, Provider Member 

Elizabeth Brunscheed-Cartagena, Parent Member  

 

Members Not Present 

Mary Duncan, Past Chair, Governor's Representative 

Lynnie Krehbiel, Provider Member (Head Start)  

Cindy Hermes, Insurance Commission Representative 

Elaine Bowers. Legislative Representative 

Valdenia Winn, Legislative Representative 

     

Non-Members Present 

Phoebe Rinkel, Kansas Interagency Coordinating Council (ICC) Staff 

Debbie Mai, Rainbows, Butler Co. and Sedgwick Co. tiny k programs 

Monica Murnan, SE Kansas Birth to Three Program 

Vera Lynn Stroup-Rentier, Kansas State Dept. of Education (KSDE) 

Barbara Kramer, Part C Infant Toddler Services 

 

Call to order:  Chair Matt Connell introduced himself and called the meeting to order with a 

welcome and reading of the mission statement for the state ICC.  Matt asked for introductions 

of participants on the conference call and confirmed a quorum.   
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Meeting minutes:  Minutes of the SICC meeting of 12-18-15 were emailed to all members prior 

to the conference call.  There was discussion of whether an agency designee can have a 

designee and members said it has been allowed in the past.  It was clarified that Barb Dayal is 

the current designee for the Commissioner of Education although she can ask someone else 

from the agency (e.g., Vera Stroup-Rentier) to represent the agency in her absence.  Minutes 

were amended to remove Vera's name from the list of members not present. Kathy 

Kersenbrock-Ostmeyer moved and Stephanie Parkison seconded the motion to accept minutes 

of the 12-18-16 meeting with revision discussed. Motion passed. 

 

Meeting agenda:  The draft agenda for the SICC meeting today was emailed to all members in 

advance of the meeting.  Matt reviewed items including action item required for SPP/APR 

Meeting of the Minds activity.  No changes were made to the proposed agenda.  Dave Lindeman 

moved to approve the agenda as written.  Kathy seconded.  Motion passed.   

 

Public forum:  Matt invited public comment from anyone present.  No one asked to comment. 

 

Old business:  No old business. 

 

Meeting of the Minds Activity:  Please see Final SPP/APR Executive Summary handout.  The topic 

was the Kansas Part C State Performance Plan/Annual Performance Report (SPP/APR) to be 

submitted to the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) in February 2016.  Sarah reported 

on the SPP/APR committee meeting held 1-13-16 and commended Barbara Kramer, Part C 

program analyst, for her work in preparing the report.  The committee did vote to bring the 

report to the council with the recommendation to approve submission of the report as written. 

 

Barbara Kramer described highlights on the 2nd page of Executive Summary, especially related to 

change from year to year on the chart illustrating progress and indicating where baselines were 

changed.  Where there is regression on Family Satisfaction Survey it reflects change from a 

state-developed to a nationally standardized family survey.  This last year was the first year 

(beginning July 1, 2014) for use of the new survey.  The drop was expected.  Barbara explained 

that the Kansas survey form yielded high ratings and that National averages on the new survey 

are in the 80s. The Part C team believes that Kansas numbers are aligned with national averages.  

However, Part C will continue to shoot for improvement on this indicator. 

 

Sarah described OSEP's response to some indicators that weren’t met at 100% but were very 

close.  If the difference is not statistically significant according to OSEP the target is still 

considered met.  Sarah explained that when a local program misses a target they have a year to 

complete a plan for improvement.  This year every program met their improvement plan goal(s) 

within the year.  Matt asked for clarification on which target percentages were set by Kansas 

and which ones set by OSEP.  Sarah identified targets set by OSEP, e.g. those with targets of 

100%.  Barbara explained that targets are good through FY2018.  Sarah thanked the committee 

for their work in reviewing and commenting on the draft SPP/APR report.   
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Kathy made the motion to accept the report as written for the chair of the ICC to sign to meet 

the requirements for reporting to the Office of Special Education Programs.  Karen Pahls 

seconded.  Motion passed.  Sarah said report would be submitted next week.   

 

Committee Reports 

 

Executive Committee:  Members met 1-12-16 to review minutes from December meeting and 

draft an agenda for 1-22-16. 

 

Communication/Collaboration: Please see report from chair Kim Kimberly.  Karen Pahls 

reviewed highlights of Kim’s report. The committee is scheduled to meet via conference call 1-

29-16.  

 

SPP/APR:  Please see Member of the Minds activity and handout.  Members met 1-13-16 to 

review the annual SPP/APR and make recommendations to SICC regarding approval of report to 

Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) due in February.  

 

Family Voices:  Committee met 1-20-16. Liz and Tammy and Phoebe met via conference call on 

1-20-16.  Tammy finished the interview for the newsletter and sent to Phoebe to review for 

grammar and then forward to Matt.    

 

Kansas Teacher Licensure Work Group:  Matt reported that the group that was developed 

determined that this issue did not meet with the mission of the council and would not move 

forward.  Dave said he believes it is the role of the committee to make a recommendation to the 

council, in accordance with council by-laws and position paper.  Discussion followed and Barb 

located and shared minutes on this topic from November 17, 2015 indicating the council’s desire 

at the time to make a focused public statement on the issue, either endorsing one of the 

existing statements or developing its own.   

 

Stephanie reported that as a member of the workgroup she and others agreed with Matt’s 

decision not to move forward.  Matt said that there are other groups better suited to address 

the Board of Education on this issue.  Other council members suggested that the work group 

was formed to make a recommendation to the full council before taking any action.  Matt said 

he would reconvene the workgroup and put the recommendation into a report for the February 

meeting and make sure it's on the agenda for February. 

 

Agency Reports 

 

KSDE- Please see written report.  Barb Dayal reviewed highlights of her report.  The Kansas State 

Board of Education (KSBE) voted on which of outcome measures to move forward on—there are 

5 of them.  Kindergarten readiness is one.  Barb reported that KSBE is moving forward with a 
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workgroup assembling various stakeholders to look at research and come up with a 

kindergarten readiness system (not just a checklist) that would align with other early learning 

programs in the state.  The next day the Governor recommended consolidating all early 

childhood programs under KSDE.  Barb's report provides a link to the Governors 2017 Budget 

report recommending that the Children's Initiative Fund (CIF) be placed in State General Funds, 

the Children's Cabinet moved to KSDE and that Infant Toddler Services be moved from the 

Kansas Department of Health and Environment to KSDE.  

Regarding proposed changes in the Parents as Teachers (PAT) program, Barb reported that Janet 

Newton, state coordinator of PAT, is looking at the potential impact on program services.   

Regarding the state Pre-K program, the Success in School application reports are available for 

districts.  Grant application forms are going out soon with a few changes, pending administrative 

approval, intended to gather more information on what practices look like, e.g., curriculum, 

technology, credentials of administrators, and funding.   

No updates were available on the Kansas Preschool Program.  Barb reminded the council that 

Gayle Stuber retired in December, 2015. 

Barb referred to links in her report for information about a conference in Manhattan and an 

upcoming webinar, both on the topic of students who are homeless. 

Dave asked about any discussion of means testing for potential PAT families that might be 

required to pay.  Barb thinks it’s too early to know.  Karen asked about programs getting 

absorbed into KSDE—where is their funding coming from?  Barb says there are no proposed cuts 

in funding in the Governor's FY2017 budget.  She was asked about the proposed Children's 

Cabinet move.  Would not the dollars for the block grant follow them?  Barb said they would.   

Liz clarified that the CIF was money from the Tobacco settlement and not all of it moved to 

KSDE.  She asked who would be managing the rest of those funds.  Sarah said those were details 

yet to be worked out.  Stephanie commented that it's like foster care licensing moving from 

KDHE to the Division for Children and Families (DCF) last year. 

Several members discussed proposed changes in funding for the Parents as Teachers (PAT) 

program, including implementing means testing to identify families that can afford to pay for 

services and using TANF (Temporary Assistance to Needy Families) funds to support families that 

cannot afford to pay for PAT. Some members discussed the potential impact of this change on 

families.  Barb reminded council members that PAT is a primary referral source for Part C.  Sarah 

stated that her office is getting more questions from locals about PAT than the proposed move 

of the Infant Toddler program, because Part C relies on PAT for referrals.   

Kathy suggested that this is where she could see the SICC having an opinion and making 

comments about a program as this moves forward. Karen asked if Kansas could still be a PAT 

affiliate if this change moves forward.  Barb, who is a Parent Educator herself, said she was not 
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sure.  Barb stated that some local programs on a shoestring budget may not be able to handle 

the bookkeeping involved in determining eligibility. 

DCF- no report. 

 

KDHE- Please see written report.  Sarah wanted to add to her report that they continue to work 

on the SSIP.  The OSEP site visit earlier this month went well they are pleased with the Part C 

plan moving forward.  Phase II of the plan is due in April.  Part C continues working on refining 

their logic model for the SSIP and continues to access ongoing TA from national TA providers 

and KITS, who has also stepped up to help in the process. 

 

Sarah read the official statement regarding the Governor's FY2017 budget that was released by 

KDHE.  Basically, Sarah reported, the currently proposed budget moves the Infant Toddler 

Services program to KSDE and ITS funds would now be part of the State General Fund (SGF).  As 

far as KDHE can tell level funding continues for Infant Toddler Services.  We have to proceed 

with our work.  Agency guidance is that we continue to move forward while making plans for 

the transition. Until the Executive Reorganization Order (ERO) is received we don’t know the 

date when the proposed transition will occur.  Sarah has requested guidelines from OSEP for 

making this transition and those will be shared.   

 

Dave asked if it was Sarah's understanding that there will be an ERO in addition to the budget? 

Sarah said that’s what KDHE has said will happen.  In theory the legislature has to approve it. 

Dave commented that years ago the legislature overrode an ERO to move Part C.  Sarah said 

that in federal law it is the governor’s decision.  But Kansas statute says KDHE is the lead agency.  

Sarah concluded by saying that it’s our job to keep rolling out services for children and families, 

while making sure our staff is comfortable.     

 

Insurance- absent, no report 

 

Families Together- absent, no report 

 

Other Reports- none shared. 

 

Staff Report:   

Please see written report.  Phoebe provided updates on staff activities, inviting questions and 

feedback about both her activities and what information is being shared in her monthly report 

to the council.   She highlighted participation in recent committee meetings.  She reported on 

final confirmation of legislative appointments and working with the executive committee to 

gather materials for upcoming orientation training for new SICC members.  Phoebe also passed 

around an updated SICC member roster with contact information to be reviewed and edited.  

Any council members not present will be contacted individually to confirm their information is 

correct and complete.  The final roster will be available to all members.  
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Phoebe reported receiving four invitations to attend and share information with local ICC groups 

in the next couple of months.  She is looking forward to working with the 

Communications/Collaboration committee on their goals for supporting local ICCs. 

 

Phoebe's report provides a little more detail on the proposals in the Governor's FY2017 budget. 

All questions regarding the Governor's Budget that come to Phoebe are being referred, as 

requested, to the SICC executive committee and to Sarah Walters.   

 

Phoebe provided links to reports released by two special legislative committees, the K-12 

Student Success committee and the Emergency Safety Intervention (ESI) Task Force.  Kathy 

provided background and additional information on ESI Task Force membership and 

recommendations.  She said the report was unanimous, evidence of the compromise among 

members.  She said lots of clarification is provided in the recommendations contained within the 

task force report.  Senator Abrams who called for the report said he believes the new bill being 

drafted currently will be consistent with the ESI Task Force report. In the meantime the state is 

following the current statute and the KBOE still has to approve current regulations for this year, 

and then new regulations when the anticipated statute goes into effect next year.   

 

Elizabeth asked for clarification about whether every teacher is required to be trained to plan 

for children with behavior challenges, sharing an incident recently when a school called a police 

officer to assist with a five-year-old student.  Kathy explained that requirements already in place 

call for all district staff to have basic training in emergency safety interventions and current 

regulations.  Another level of training is required for staff that works with children likely to need 

more intensive supports for challenging behavior, including prevention and de-escalation 

strategies and positive behavior interventions.  Districts identify and provide the training 

program(s) that will be used for staff at this level.  Kathy also pointed out that students, 

including preschoolers, with extreme behaviors have individual behavior plans but those plans 

generally do not include the use of an ESI because those procedures are only used in an 

emergency.  In a precarious situation with a violent child and no available staff member trained 

in use of an approved emergency safety intervention, schools may call law enforcement officers 

who are trained to use procedures such as prone restraint, which school districts are prohibited 

from using.  

 

Phoebe provided a brief overview of the first week of the new legislative session and a handout 

for groups or individuals planning a "Day on the Hill" in 2016.  She will send out links to the 

House and Senate calendars and provide notice and updates on potential committee meetings 

or bills of particular interest to the council.  She invited members to let her know if there are 

particular bills or issues they would like her to monitor and report on. 

 

Members were invited to check recent updates to the website and watch for additional updates 

including posting of past minutes.   
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In discussing which programs are potentially impacted by the proposed move of the Children's 

Initiative Fund (CIF) to state general funds a question arose about funding for Early Head Start.  

Stephanie offered to check on the status of Early Head Start funding and report back to the 

council. 

 

Chair Report: Matt reported that although SICC funding filters through KDHE the MOU and 

bylaws say our staff person works for us and we would keep our staff person regardless.  We 

may move, but we’ll keep our staff person. 

 

Adjournment:  Sarah moved and Stephanie seconded the motion to adjourn.  Motion passed.  

 

The next State ICC meeting will be held from 1:00-4:00 p.m. February 26, 2016 at the Wichita 

Double Tree Hilton in conjunction with the Kansas Division for Early Childhood Conference.   
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Program Highlights 
 

During FFY 14, KDHE Infant Toddler Services (ITS), through its contract with Kansas Inservice Training System 
(KITS):  

 Conducted the annual KITS Summer Institute focusing on evidence-based practices and effective 
professional partnerships; and engaging children and families 

 Provided 12 presentations at state and national conferences 

 Supported training on the Social-Emotional Assessment/Evaluation Measure (SEAM) 

 Provided or supported training to 1,732 early intervention providers and administrators 

 Developed, implemented and evaluated 17 written technical assistance plans for the tiny-k programs 
 
KDHE ITS is currently involved in the following technical assistance initiatives available through OSEP technical 
assistance centers:   

 DaSy IFSPs in State Data Systems Topic Cohort 

 DaSy Supporting Local Data Use for Program Improvement 

 ITCA 2015 Fiscal Initiative 

 NCSI Social-Emotional Learning Collaborative 
o Social Emotional Community of Practice 

 
 

SPP/APR Highlights 
 
Complete copies of the most current submitted Kansas’ SPP and APR are available on the KDHE Part C Infant-
Toddler Services website at http://www.ksits.org/publications.htm.  The data on the performance for each Early 
Intervention Service (EIS) program can also be accessed at this link. 
 
Targets for Indicators 1, 7 and 8 (compliance indicators) are determined by the Office of Special Education 
Programs and are set at 100%.  All other indicator targets are set by the State and are reflected in the FFY 2014 
Kansas Indicator Summary, which is included below. KDHE reports general stability or improvement from the 
prior year for all indicators except Indicators 3(C2), 7 and 8(b) where slight regression occurred, and 4(abc), 
which show more significant regression. The regression for Indicator 4 was expected due to the adoption of a 
new Family Survey in July, 2014. As a result, KDHE is proposing to re-set baseline data based on results 
obtained in FFY 2014.  
 
The following are specific highlights for each of the 11 indicators: 
 

 Kansas continues to hit the target for Indicator 1, timely service delivery. The state continues reporting 
100% of all  infants and toddlers with Individualized Family Service Plans (IFSPs) receive early 
intervention services on their IFSPs within 30 days.  
 

 With the recent emphasis on early childhood inclusion, Kansas Infant-toddler Services proudly reports 
continued excellence on Indicator 2.  Kansas consistently has a high percentage of children and families 
served in natural settings.   

 

 Baseline was reset for Indicator 3(A2), 3(B2) and 3(C2) in FFY 2013. In addition, collection and 
reporting of ECO data has now transitioned to the ITS database from the prior data platform. The child 
outcome indicators are incorporated into the IFSP form and will be easier to track and record in the ITS 
database.  

 

 The FFY 2014 distribution and implementation of a nationally developed and tested family survey to 
replace an outdated, locally-developed family survey contributed to regression on indicator 4 results.   
Data was reported from both surveys with 76% of survey returns received on the new form.  KDHE is 
requesting to reset baselines for Indicator 4(abc) in the current year due to the change to the new family 
survey beginning July 1, 2014 as performance aligns with national results on this new family survey.   

 

http://www.ksits.org/publications.htm
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 Indicators 5 and 6 show slight improvement and Kansas continues to be in the top 20 to 25% of the 
reporting states and territories in child find.  

 

 Regression in Indicator 7, timeliness of the IFSP, is minimal, and not statistically significant.   
 

 Reported results for Indicator 8, transition, represents a great deal of hard work on the part of the local 
tiny-k programs to ensure children and families transitioning out of Part C at the age of three receive 
required planning and support. The Indicator 8a target was met with 100% compliance.  Indicator 8b 
results show slight regression that is not statistically significant. For Indicator 8c, while performance 
indicates the target of 100% compliance was not met, there was improvement over FFY 2013. 
 

 Indicators 9 and 10 continue to be “not applicable” as there were no hearing or mediation requests 
during this time period.  

 

 Indicator 11 is due on April 1, 2016 and targets were set with Baseline data obtained in FFY 2013. 
 
 

Addressing Non-compliance in the SPP/APR 
 

Findings of non-compliance are cited in the FFY that they occur, and programs have up to one-year to correct 
the finding and demonstrate correction of the infraction through continued compliance. The current report, FFY 
2014 does contain information for findings cited between July 1, 2014 and June 30, 2015 as well as corrections 
of findings from the previous year.  
 
Indicators 1, 7, and 8 are targeted for evaluation in the annual compliance review, as outlined in the state’s 
compliance plan, and all indicators, are included in and potentially cited during the annual, random IFSP review. 
All findings cited in the previous reporting year, FFY 2013, were corrected within the one-year timeline and 
corrections are outlined in this FFY 2014 report.  
 
 
The provider manual has been reviewed through the public hearing process in Kansas, and is now found on the 
website http://www.ksits.org/publications.htm. 
 
 
 

 
  

http://www.ksits.org/publications.htm
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FFY 2014 Kansas Indicator Summary Table  
 

   FFY 2014 FFY 2013   Current   Deviation  Improvement/ 

Indicator Performance Performance   Target   from Target Regression 

1   100.00% 100.00%   100.00%   0.00% 0.00% 

2   99.81% 99.68%   95.00%   4.81% 0.13% 

3 A1  70.24% 69.47%   57.90%   12.34% 0.77% 

  A2 52.23% **51.36%   51.36%   0.87% 0.87% 

  B1 74.75% 72.21%   61.50%   13.25% 2.54% 

  B2 51.80% **50.18%   50.18%   1.62% 1.62% 

  C1 76.52% 75.65%   67.40%   9.12% 0.87% 

  C2 61.73% **61.91%   61.91%   -0.18% -0.18% 

4 a 90.51% 99.39%   *90.51%   0.00% -8.88% 

  b 94.18% 96.42%   *94.18%   0.00% -2.24% 

  c 92.14% 96.60%   *92.14%   0.00% -4.46% 

5   1.80% 1.73%   1.40%   0.40% 0.07% 

6   3.89% 3.67%   3.00%   0.89% 0.22% 

7   99.86% 99.98%   100.00%   -0.14% -0.12% 

8 a 100.00% 100.00%   100.00%   0.00% 0.00% 

  b 99.34% 99.47%   100.00%   -0.66% -0.13% 

  c 99.70% 98.71%   100.00%   -0.30%  0.99% 

9   N/A N/A  N/A  N/A N/A 

10   N/A N/A   N/A   N/A N/A 

11   Due April 1 41.55%   41.55%   TBD TBD 

 

** Baseline was reset in FFY 2013.  
 
* Re-setting baselines to current year due to change to new form beginning July 1, 2014 with 76% of returns 
received on the new form. Regression from previous performance is expected as Kansas performance aligns 
with national performance on this new family survey.  
 
TBD: Indicator 11 is due on April 1, 2016. Targets were set with Baseline data obtained in FFY 2013.  

 



January 20, 2016 

 

COMMUNICATION COLLABORATION COMMITTEE 

 

Committee Members: Kelly Jorgenson, Karen Pahls, Lindy McDaniel, and Kim Kennedy 

 

The Communication Collaboration Committee will be working to utilize the SICC web site to 

provide information and resources for the LICCs.  During the strategic planning meeting in 

September, the committee has identified the following informational items to be shared on the 

web site: 

 

 LICC Survey results  

 Sample by-law documents  

 Sample MOU documents 

 Success stories 

 Other topics as the needed 

 

A conference call meeting has been scheduled for Friday, January 29th at 4:00 pm to discuss our 

next steps, adding a co-chair for the committee, and develop a plan of action. 
 

 

Kim Kennedy 

Kansas Head Start Collaboration Director 
DCF- Economic and Employment Support 
555 S. Kansas Avenue 
Topeka, KS  66603 
Phone:  (785) 368-6354 
Fax: (785)296-0146 
Kimberly.Kennedy@dcf.ks.gov 
 
 
 

mailto:Kimberly.Kennedy@dcf.ks.gov


 
State ICC Report  

January, 2016 

 

Early Childhood Special Education, Section 619 (Submitted by Barb Dayal)  

 

On January 12th, the Kansas State Board of Education adopted five outcomes for measuring the 

progress of students in Kansas. These outcomes support the new vision of the Board – “Kansas 

leads the world in the success of each student”. These outcomes will help to define the Board’s 

goals. Commissioner Watson explained that these outcomes are an important step “…in putting 

more focus on each individual student and less emphasis on standardized testing”. 

http://www.ksde.org/Home/QuickLinks/NewsRoom/tabid/586/aid/165/Default.aspx 

 

 High school graduation rates 

 Post-secondary completion/attendance 

 Kindergarten readiness: An essential building block for future achievement and 
academic success. 

 Individual plan of study focused on career interest: This is a roadmap started for 
students in middle school that includes development of a flexible career focus 
and an education plan that is clearly defined, rigorous and relevant to ensure a 
successful and efficient transition to post-secondary education and/or the 
workforce. Each IPS will include graduation requirements, approved coursework 
for the student’s educational and career goals and work-based learning 
experiences. 

 Social/emotional growth measured locally: Social-emotional learning integrated 
with character development will help students learn, practice and model essential 
personal life habits that contribute to academic, vocational and personal success. 
The development of these skills will play a critical role in achieving the state 
board’s new vision. 

 
A Kindergarten Readiness Work Group will be assembled to address the directive by 
the Board to include this area in the five outcomes to be used for measuring the 
progress of Kansas students. 
 
On January 13th, the governor made the recommendation to consolidate “all early 
childhood programs” under KSDE. Dr. Watson stated that this move would allow for 
better coordination of services by bringing them together “under one roof”. 
http://www.ksde.org/Home/QuickLinks/NewsRoom/tabid/586/aid/167/Default.aspx 
The state budget proposal for FY 2017 recommends that all funding from the Children’s 
Initiative Fund be placed with the State General Fund. The governor further 
recommends that as of July 1, 2016, the Children’s Cabinet will reside within the 
Kansas Department of Education (rather than the Department for Children and 
Families). http://budget.ks.gov/publications/FY2017/FY2017_GBR_Vol1--01-13-
2016.pdf 

http://www.ksde.org/Home/QuickLinks/NewsRoom/tabid/586/aid/165/Default.aspx
http://www.ksde.org/Home/QuickLinks/NewsRoom/tabid/586/aid/167/Default.aspx
http://budget.ks.gov/publications/FY2017/FY2017_GBR_Vol1--01-13-2016.pdf
http://budget.ks.gov/publications/FY2017/FY2017_GBR_Vol1--01-13-2016.pdf
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 A comprehensive transition plan will be created to ensure a smooth transition of these 
programs. Inquiries received at KSDE concerning this transition are being addressed by 
either Colleen Riley (Director of the division for Early Childhood, Special Education and 
Title Services), or Vera Stroup-Rentier (Assistant Director for ECSETS) 
 
The 34th annual conference for the Kansas Division for Early Childhood (KDEC) will be 
held on February 25th and 26th in Wichita.  A pre-conference workshop will be held on 
February 24th : Building Real Relationships with Professionals and Families Using 
Evidence Based Practices, presented by Drs. Eva Horn and Susan Palmer. A post-
conference will be held on February 26th: What’s a PICCOLO: Observing and Strategies 
for Increasing Developmental Parenting, by Dr. Mark Innocenti. 
http://www.cvent.com/events/the-34th-annual-kansas-division-for-early-childhood-
conference/agenda-4f6773eb695e4777a85279c439c49558.aspx 
 
Parents as Teachers (submitted by Janet Newton) 

 

Kansas Parents as Teachers programs are affiliates of the national Parents as Teachers program.  

Programs submit a significant amount of data in their annual Affiliate Performance Report to the 

National Parents as Teachers office.  Data are used to measure process performance to help ensure 

programs have implemented the Parents as Teachers program locally as intended or with fidelity to 

the model.  Kansas programs continue to perform very well in their operation of the Parents as 

Teachers program as intended which helps ensure good outcomes for families and their children.  

PAT National center staff have repeatedly commended the great work our programs do in Kansas 

and lift up the many examples of the partnerships our programs engage in every day.  We are 

especially proud of our continued good work with the tiny k and early childhood special education 

programs.  Our screening, referral and service follow up rates are consistently above the national 

average.   

 

The Governor's budget has proposed that PAT be funded using TANF. We are currently examining 

the impact on the program's services. 

 

State Pre-Kindergarten (formerly the Four Year Old At-Risk) Program (Submitted by Barb 

Dayal ) 

 

Data are collected through the Early Childhood Success in School.  Teachers completed the 

KELI-4 on 10 randomly selected four year olds and entered the data by December 11 (the date 

was extended).  Data from family surveys, classroom practices surveys, transition surveys, and 

protective factors surveys were also collected. The Early Childhood Success in School Application 

reports are available at this time to be generated by districts. 

 

The grant application renewal forms for the State Pre-Kindergarten program will be sent out this 

month. Pending KSDE leadership approval, the application will include a few more in-depth 

questions regarding practices used by a program; such as curricula used, use of technology, and 

administrators’ credentials.  

The Program Standards and Requirements will also be updated to align with the application and 

assurances the district’s will be asked to complete. Program questions will be directed to Colleen 

http://www.cvent.com/events/the-34th-annual-kansas-division-for-early-childhood-conference/agenda-4f6773eb695e4777a85279c439c49558.aspx
http://www.cvent.com/events/the-34th-annual-kansas-division-for-early-childhood-conference/agenda-4f6773eb695e4777a85279c439c49558.aspx
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Riley or Vera Stroup-Rentier. Application questions will continue to be directed to Beccy 

Strohm. 

 

 Kansas Preschool Program (formerly the Pre-K Program) (Submitted by Gayle Stuber)  

The Kansas Preschool Program is in its 10th year and is located across the state in 12 sites. The 

KPP is funded through the Children’s Initiative Fund.  Data collection in the Foundation for 

School Success or the Early Childhood Success in School is due to be completed for fall by 

December 11th.   

 

UPDATE:  Gayle Stuber has retired as of December 17th.  Colleen Riley (criley@ksde.org) will 

be the contact for both the Kansas Preschool Program and the State Pre-K Program until a new 

consultant is assigned.   

 

Kansas Early Learning Standards (Submitted by Gayle Stuber) 

The Kansas Early Learning Standards are posted on the KSDE website.  Please go to:  

http://www.ksde.org/Default.aspx?tabid=3321 for your copy.  The work to develop training and 

TA modules around the Kansas Early Learning Standards is in process and should be completed 

by mid-year or late spring, 2016.   Access information will be provided in the spring of 2016. 

 

Kansas School Readiness Framework:  (Submitted by Gayle Stuber) 

The Kansas School Readiness Framework provides a structure for programs at both the state and 

local levels to make program, process, and procedure decisions through alignment of program 

components.  As an example, the Kansas Preschool Program (KPP) components have been 

aligned with the Kansas School Readiness Framework which provides a clear connection 

between the KPP’s outcomes and the research-based School Readiness Indicators.  This is one 

way to promote school readiness for our children and support the need for strong early learning 

experiences that enhance school readiness.   

 

Homeless (Submitted by Tate Toedman) 

 

The 17th annual Statewide Summit On Homelessness and Housing will be held on April 25-27, 

in Manhattan, Kansas. The theme this year is: Collaboration: It Takes a Village. For more 

information on this conference contact: Cheryl Patrick:  cpatrick@kshomeless.com. Online 

registration will be available soon at: www.kshomeless.com 
 
A policy update webinar will be available on January 25th (3:30-4:30pm Eastern time). The topic is: A 
New Year A New Session of Congress: Homeless Children and Youth 2016 Policy Update. To register for 
this webinar go to : https://attendee.gototraining.com/r/4859132581551133697 

 

English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) (Submitted by Julie Ewing, ESOL/Bilingual 

and Title III consultant, KSDE)  

 

Every spring English Learners K-12 take an English Language Proficiency Assessment to 

determine progress in the English language.  Kansas has joined a consortium called ELPA21 that 

contains 9 other states around the country to create a new assessment that measures the standards 

that are in place for Kansas.  This test will be interactive and measure reading, listening, 

mailto:criley@ksde.org
http://www.ksde.org/Default.aspx?tabid=3321
mailto:cpatrick@kshomeless.com
http://www.kshomeless.com/
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=Jai%2Bop7%2BpgFzv4rt4Zr%2Fz3PtDKTPLspI
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speaking, and writing.  It will also give a composite score.  This test will provide teachers with 

valuable information on the progress of each student in their language development.  Kansas is 

very excited to be part of this consortium and the new assessment.  You can check out sample 

items at www.elpa21.org   

 



 
 

 

Kansas Infant Toddler Services 

Bureau of Family Health 

1000 SW Jackson, Ste 220 

Topeka, KS 66612 

 

Phone: 785-296-6135 

Fax: 785-296-8626 

www.ksits.org 

 

Kansas Coordinating Council on Early Childhood Developmental Services 
 

January 22, 2016 
 
Kansas Infant-Toddler Services, Part C tiny-k Program  
State Performance Plan/Annual Performance Report (SPP/APR) is being presented for full Council approval today. 
An executive summary has been provided to the membership and the full report is available upon request.  It will 
be posted on the KSITS website shortly after it is approved by the Council.  It is due February 1, 2015.    
 
Additionally, the State Systemic Improvement Plan work continues.  Kansas Infant-Toddler Services (KS ITS) is 
utilizing the expertise and assistance of the technical assistance opportunities. The Office of Special Education 
Programs (OSEP) to provided us with TA on January 5th and 6th.  The first day of the visit consisted of SSIP work 
with stakeholders at the Kansas State Association of School Boards in Topeka from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  The 
second day of the visit focused on technical assistance around fiscal issues for Part C.  KS ITS have initiated a “fiscal 
initiative” where we are studying the funding of early intervention services in Kansas.  This day was aimed at 
helping KS ITS understand federal requirements.  The OSEP visit was a resounding success and they are pleased 
with the work we are doing. 
 
The Governor’s proposed budget for State Fiscal Year 2017 was released on January 13, 2016, and is available 
online here: http://budget.ks.gov/publications/FY2017/FY2017_GBR_Vol1--01-13-2016.pdf. As proposed, the 
KDHE Bureau of Family Health Infant-Toddler Services Program will transfer from KDHE to the Kansas State 
Department of Education (KSDE). For your convenience, excerpts from the Health and Education proposed budget 
sections are included below. We have no additional information at this time but will keep you informed as the 
budget process continues and more details are available.  
 
Please accept our sincere thanks and appreciation for your dedication to Kansas children and families. We value 
the high quality of work and commitment you bring on a daily basis. 
     
Source: Governor’s Proposed SFY17 Budget 
 
Page 39, Children’s Initiatives Fund, Department of Health and Environment - Health, Infants & Toddler Services 
Program. Expenditures of $5.8 million in FY 2016 from the Children’s Initiatives Fund will be used as a match for 
$4.0 million in federal funding from the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Part B and Part C. The 
Infant & Toddler Services Program and the State Interagency Coordinating Council are responsible for developing 
and maintaining state systems that provide early identification, evaluation, and/or early intervention services for 
newborns, infants and toddlers with special needs, disabilities, and/or developmental delays. The program also 
provides training, support services, and follow-up guidance to families of identified children. Currently there are 
36 local networks in the state that will serve approximately 9,600 infants and toddlers in FY 2016. For FY 2017, the 
Governor recommends the same amount of funding from the State General Fund. 
 
Page 152, Children’s Budget, Education, Infants & Toddlers Services Program. This program, supports 36 
community networks that serve developmentally delayed infants and toddlers from, birth to three years of age. 
Currently it is a program within the Department of Health and Environment in FY 2016. However, the Governor 
recommends the transfer of the program to the Department of Education in FY 2017, with funding totaling $9.8 
million from all funding sources, including $5.8 million from the State General Fund and the balance in federal 
funds in FY 2017. The program will serve an estimated 9,490 infants and toddlers in FY 2017. 
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State Interagency Coordinating Council Staff Report 
Submitted by Phoebe Rinkel 
January 22, 2016 
 
SICC Meetings 

 Executive Committee 1-12-16. 

 SPP/APR Committee 1-13-16. 

 Family Voices Committee 1-20-16.  Sent announcement of opening on SICC for parent member 1-7-16 to 

Families Together for Monday Memo and to KITS list servs and newsletter (see handout). 

 Communications/Collaboration committee meeting scheduled 1-29-16 (see handout.) 

 Updated SICC Roster with member contact information. Members present will review and edit (see handout).  

Members absent today will be contacted individually.  Final version will be disseminated to all members. 

o Received verbal confirmation of appointments of Senator Elaine Bowers (expiration date to be 

determined) and Representative Valdenia Winn (expiration date 7-13-17) as SICC legislative 

representatives.  Appointment letters are in process.  Left voice mail messages confirming continued 

participation on SICC for Senator Bowers and Representative Winn. 

 Planning orientation for new council members, including review of forms required for KDHE.   

State Agency Meetings 

 Attended weekly Part C Infant Toddler staff meetings and participated in Office of Special Education (OSEP) 

technical assistance site visit. 

 Participated in two brief meetings called by Rachel Sisson, Director of the Bureau of Family Health, and Heather 

Smith, Section Director, on proposed transfer of Infant Toddler Services (including SICC staff position) to KSDE.  

Local Interagency Coordinating Councils (LICCs) 

 Attending Ottawa/Wellsville LICC meeting with Sarah Walters 1-26-16 to review roles and responsibilities of LICC 

members. 

 Invited to attend and share information on roles and responsibilities of LICC and its members at upcoming 

meetings for Marshall County, TLEC (Clay Co.) and Dickinson County LICCs. 

Professional Early Childhood Meetings 

 Appointed as SICC representative to the Kansas Division for Early Childhood (KDEC) board, meeting 2-24-16.  Will 

participate in KDEC Conference and support “Stump the State” presentation by Sarah Walters, Vera Stroup-

Rentier and Barbara Dayal.  Also will be co-presenter with Dave Lindeman and other developers of Kansas Early 

Learning Standards Toolkits.  Registration for KDEC Conference is still open:  http://kdec.org/ 

 Participated in planning meeting for annual Governor’s Conference on Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect 1-

14-16.  Would be pleased to pass along any recommendations for institute or session presenters or topics. 

http://kdec.org/
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 Invited and agreed to participate on planning committee for Kansas Children’s Service League (KCSL) Parent 

Leadership Conference.  Will seek input from council (especially Tammy and Liz) on possible sessions or 

presenters. 

 National Early Childhood Inclusion Institute registration announcement was sent to council members earlier this 

month.   http://inclusioninstitute.fpg.unc.edu/ 

 Additional recommendations from council members regarding staff participation in statewide or local early 

childhood meetings or workgroups would be welcome. 

Policy/Legislative:  Kansas 
Governor's FY2017 Budget - The Governor’s proposed budget for State Fiscal Year 2017 was released on January 13, 
2016, and is available online here: https://t.co/Gb7dNkvRlK 

 The 371 page document includes revised budget recommendations for fiscal years 2016 and 2017 for 

consideration by the Kansas Legislature. The section on Children’s Budget provides information on programs 

serving infants and young children, including proposed changes described for the following: 

o Parents As Teachers- although funded at current level, the Governor recommends funding from Temporary 

Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) federal fund rather than Children’s Initiative Fund (CIF).  Second 

change is recommended redesign of program to institute income limit.  Parents who fall below the limit 

would be funded by TANF and parents over the limit would be required to pay for the services.   

o Pre-K Program- Governor recommends funding with an appropriation from State General Fund rather than 

CIF. 

o Infant & Toddler Services Program- Governor recommends transfer from Department of Health and 

Environment to Department of Education in FY 2017, funded at current level from all sources of funding, 

including $5.8 million from the State General Fund rather than CIF.  SICC staff position is included on list of 

KDHE employees transferring. 

o Children’s Initiative Fund Programs- Revenue to and expenditures from the CIF are proposed to move into 

the State General Fund. FY 2016 and FY 2017 approved program expenditures will remain the same. The 

administrative responsibility of the Cabinet would move from under the Department for Children and 

Families to the Department of Education.  It is not clear which of the programs currently funded by CIF 

would (physically) transfer to the Department of Education.  The CIF funds children’s programs across 

multiple state agencies.  CIF Expenditures listed in the Governor’s FY2017 budget by agency include: 

 Department for Aging and Disability Services:  Children’s Mental Health Waiver 

 Department for Children and Families- Children’s Cabinet Accountability Fund, Child Care 

Services, Family Preservation, Child Care Quality Initiative, Early Childhood Block Grants, Autism 

Diagnosis, Kansas Reads to Succeed 

 Department of Health and Environment:  Healthy Start/Home Visitor, Infants and Toddler 

Program, Smoking Prevention Grants, Newborn Hearing Aid Loaner Program, SIDS Network 

Grant 

http://inclusioninstitute.fpg.unc.edu/
https://t.co/Gb7dNkvRlK
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 Education:  Parent Education, Kansas Reading Success, PreK Pilot  

o Line items for the following programs currently funded through CIF appear in the proposed Education 

budget:  Pre-K Pilot program, Infant & Toddler Program (Tiny K), Early Childhood Block Grant, Early 

Childhood Block Grant—Autism, and Child Care Quality Initiative.  

The Governor’s office said changes are intended to increase accountability and coordination among early childhood 
development programs and to consolidate early childhood programs within the Kansas State Department of 
Education, whose Commissioner Randy Watson reportedly sought the change to fit with the State Board of 
Education’s emphasis on kindergarten readiness.  (LJW/cjonline.com 1-17-16) 
 
The Governor’s office has repeatedly said that every program funded by CIF continues to be fully funded in the 
FY2017 budget.  Commissioner Watson has been quoted as saying that the governor’s proposal does not cut funding 
for children’s programs and the education department would not want that to happen either.  However he went on 
to say that appropriation decisions are out of the department’s hands and “None of us have a crystal ball” (cjonline, 
1-17-16).  The Governor’s office says moving children’s programs from CIF to state general funds provides more 
accountability to taxpayers.  The Governor has the authority to make many of the transfers of funding proposed in 
his budget, although some may require legislative action (see below). 
 
Some children’s services advocates have countered that moving CIF programs into state general funds means 
funding for children’s programs can be used to address budget shortfalls in the future. Children’s cabinet members 
have been quoted as having different views on the impact of the Governor’s proposal.   Please see links to recent 
articles at the end of this report for those interested in more detail. 
 
In addition to proposing fully funding the children’s programs discussed above, the Governor’s budget reportedly 
closes the $170 million shortfall in the 2017 budget without raising taxes or cutting schools (KC Star 1-13-16).   
 
Legislative Session – See Guide to Day on the Hill 2016 handout.  This was first week of new session.  I will follow 
House and Senate calendars and keep council apprised of bills of interest introduced and hearings scheduled, 
opportunity for written or oral testimony.  I’ll be glad to research any proposed legislation of interest to the council.   

 Committees/Bills to Watch For 

o Legislation to address proposed budget will be forthcoming, including possible legislation to address 

shifting the CIF to State General Funds, including eliminating the CIF, according the Governor’s office.  

The CIF Endowment would be left with $167,000 at the end of FY2017, according to the Kansas 

Legislative Research Department.   A spokesperson for the governor’s office said there is no plan to 

abolish either the endowment or the Children’s Cabinet. 

o The Governor’s office sent a fiscal note to the House Committee on Appropriations committee for HB 

2437 on 1-12-16.  This is a bill concerning maintenance of effort requirements prohibiting any state 

agency, agent, or employee to enter into any agreement that obligates the state to maintenance of 

effort without prior consent of the legislature.  
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o As revenue reports are received, if shortfalls continue, the legislature will have to respond with budget 

cuts or revenue enhancements.  

o Special Committees:  Reports were released in the past week from the K-12 Student Success special 

committee and the  Emergency Safety Intervention Task Force The ESI Task Force recommends aligning 

statute, regulations and guidance to be consistent.  Kathy Kersenbrock-Ostmeyer is a member of the 

Task Force.  The K-12 Student Success committee is charged with defining what constitutes a "suitable 

education" and developing a new school funding formula this year but some committee members say 

it's likely to take much longer than that.  The report makes a number of recommendations including 

changes to "at-risk weighting" based on poverty rates, requiring school districts to seek prior approval 

for bond issues, changing annual state assessments to a third party vendor outside of Kansas, funding 

every student to take the ACT exam, focusing more on individual students.  And this committee report 

calls for another special committee to examine a number of issues more in depth, including teacher pay 

and special education.   In the meantime, the state is waiting on a Kansas Supreme Court ruling on the 

constitutional equity of the current block grant funding formula:  the issue of adequacy of school 

funding will be argued before the Court in the spring.   

 I have signed up for Kansas policy/legislative list servs as previously reported and requested subscription to 

Hawver Report as advised at last meeting.  SB 112 enacted by the Legislature in 2015 prohibits state 

agencies from expending funds for the purposes of subscribing to newspapers and magazines including 

electronic subscriptions, so request could not be approved. 

Policy/Legislative:  National 

 Disability advocates identify "modest" funding increases for special education and other programs for 

people with disabilities included in the federal budget approved in December.   IDEA (Individuals with 

Disabilities Education Act) funding to states increased by $415 million.  While the increase is still a long way 

from fully funding IDEA, it's a welcome step after years of cutbacks.   

 The 37th Annual Report to Congress on the Implementation of IDEA has been released by US Department of 

Education:  http://www2.ed.gov/about/reports/annual/osep/2015/parts-b-c/37th-arc-for-idea.pdf 

SICC Website 

 Updated information on members and committees. 

 Working on posting the remaining minutes/reports for 2015. 

 Will work with Communications and Collaboration committee to post information/resources identified for 

LICCs. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/wio0hscvu0kzur3/AADZR10ycpTb9aJuhA3VhMFVa/JANUARY%2019%20MEETING/01-19-16%20Att1%20KLRD%20K12%20StudentSuccessInterimReport_Draft.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/wio0hscvu0kzur3/AADZR10ycpTb9aJuhA3VhMFVa/JANUARY%2019%20MEETING/01-19-16%20Att1%20KLRD%20K12%20StudentSuccessInterimReport_Draft.pdf?dl=0
http://www.kslegresearch.org/KLRD-web/Publications/CommitteeReports/2015CommitteeReports/emerg_safety_interv_tf-cr.pdf
http://cjonline.com/news/2015-11-06/supreme-court-dives-equity-kansas-school-funding
http://www2.ed.gov/about/reports/annual/osep/2015/parts-b-c/37th-arc-for-idea.pdf
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SICC Budget 

 Ensured that new council members had received initial reimbursement checks for travel expenses.  Will 

determine who still needs to complete required KDHE forms. 

 Located and reviewed SICC annual budget and identified questions for KDHE fiscal analyst regarding planning 

and oversight.  Will work with Executive Committee on content and format for quarterly report. 

 Confirmed forms needed for SICC members to be entered into appropriate KDHE database.   

 
 
Additional Reading:  Governor’s FY2017 Budget in the News 
 
Associated Press/Lawrence Journal World  
http://www2.ljworld.com/news/2016/jan/20/brownbacks-office-defends-early-childhood-educatio/?kansas_legislature 

Kansas City Star   http://www.kansascity.com/news/government-politics/article54451360.html  

http://www.kansascity.com/news/government-politics/article54477390.html 

KCUR  http://kcur.org/post/kansas-budget-plan-includes-major-health-care-changes#stream/0 
 
Kansas Health Institute  
http://www.khi.org/news/article/brownback-budget-balancing-plans-rely-on-affordable-care-act 
 
Topeka Capitol Journal 
http://cjonline.com/news/2016-01-17/child-advocates-criticise-brownback-budget 
 
Wichita Eagle   http://www.kansas.com/news/politics-government/article54451360.html   and also 

http://www.kansas.com/news/article54563740.html 

Kansas Action for Children and Associated Press   http://kac.org/media/in-the-news/associated-press-kansas-governors-
plan-for-childrens-programs-draws-fire/ 

 

 

 

http://www2.ljworld.com/news/2016/jan/20/brownbacks-office-defends-early-childhood-educatio/?kansas_legislature
http://www.kansascity.com/news/government-politics/article54451360.html
http://kcur.org/post/kansas-budget-plan-includes-major-health-care-changes#stream/0
http://www.khi.org/news/article/brownback-budget-balancing-plans-rely-on-affordable-care-act
http://cjonline.com/news/2016-01-17/child-advocates-criticise-brownback-budget
http://www.kansas.com/news/politics-government/article54451360.html
http://www.kansas.com/news/article54563740.html
http://kac.org/media/in-the-news/associated-press-kansas-governors-plan-for-childrens-programs-draws-fire/
http://kac.org/media/in-the-news/associated-press-kansas-governors-plan-for-childrens-programs-draws-fire/


 
 

 

Coordinating Council on Early Childhood Developmental Services 

Curtis State Office Building, 1000 SW Jackson #220, Topeka, KS 66612 

(785)296-1294  TDD/TTY: (800) 332-6262   E-mail:  prinkel@kdheks.gov  Website:  www.kansasicc.org 

 

For Immediate Release January 7, 2016 
 
 
The Kansas Interagency Council on Early Childhood Developmental Services (“State ICC”) is 
pleased to announce the opportunity for appointment of a parent member.   The State ICC is 
an advisory body created in both state and federal statutes.  It has the mission to ensure that a 
comprehensive service delivery system of integrated services is available in Kansas to all 
children with a disability or who experience (or are at risk for) developmental delays from birth 
through age 5 and their families.  Parents comprise at least 20% of the State ICC membership.  
Parents should have knowledge of, or experience with, programs for infants and toddlers with 
disabilities.  All parent members must be the parent of a child with a disability age 12 or under 
with at least one member the parent of a child with a disability age 6 or under.  Parent 
members may not be employees of a public or private agency involved in providing early 
intervention services. 
 
State ICC members are appointed by Governor Brownback to serve a term of four years.  To 
nominate someone, or to self-nominate, send an e-mail to Phoebe Rinkel at:  
prinkel@kdheks.gov OR you may choose to contact the Governor’s office directly to begin the 
online application process at:   http://governor.ks.gov/serving-kansans/office-of-
appointments/governor-appointments   
For more information, visit the State ICC website at www.kansasicc.org 
 
 
 

mailto:prinkel@kdheks.gov
mailto:prinkel@kdheks.gov
http://governor.ks.gov/serving-kansans/office-of-appointments/governor-appointments
http://governor.ks.gov/serving-kansans/office-of-appointments/governor-appointments
http://www.kansasicc.org/
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