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Hello and welcome to the new Kansas ICC website and the premier issue of 
our ICC newsletter!  We are delighted that you have included our website as 
a resource for information about young children who are at risk for, or have, 
developmental delays and all those that are a part of their lives.  It is our 
hope that you will use this website to find out about the newest research and 
programs for young children, as well as resources, legislative updates, and 
information especially for parents.  Just as our council includes 
representatives from state agencies, service providers, members of the public, 
legislative partners, parents, and higher education, our website will include 
information pertinent to all areas of caring for, and serving, our young 
children.   
 
Over the next few months, you will see this website grow and develop as we 
continue to add new content.  Content will change as new information is 
published, but we will continue to have the highest standard of quality, 
comprehensive information that is steeped in evidence based practice.  The 
website is easy to navigate, allowing you to quickly find the information you 
seek.  Our newsletter will highlight community partners, interviews with 
local programs, parents, and ICC Council members.  The newsletter will 
also have informative articles with timely information, new research, 
conference dates, and more.  
 
The State ICC is excited to provide this comprehensive resource to better 
serve our young children and those who care for them.  Our desire is to find 
ways to encourage and support you in your valuable work on behalf of these 
very special children.  
 
Be sure to check back with us regularly for the latest in legislation, research, 
tips and tools of the trade, and our newsletter, which will be full of 
information for families, providers, and more! 
 
Sincerely, 
Mary Duncan 
Chair, Kansas State Interagency Coordinating Council 

Welcome!  
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Pyramid for Social 
Emotional Development 

Providers of young children, including 
caregivers, teachers, and the medical 
community, are seeing an increase in 
children who present with challenging 
behaviors and/or mental health 
concerns.  These children are starting 
school without the tools they need to 
make friends, develop positive 
relationships with teachers, and 
successfully learn.   The Technical 
Assistance Center on Social 
Emotional Intervention (TACSEI), 
based at the University of South 
Florida has created ‘The Pyramid 
Model for Supporting Social 
Emotional Competence in Infant and 
Young Children”.  This evidence-
based model is designed to work in the 
child’s natural environments, with 
consistent support from all caregivers 
within these environments, including 
peers. 

Interested in reading more about this 
model and TACSEI’s wealth of 
resources and information regarding 
social and emotional health in infant 
and young children?  Click here: 
http://goo.gl/pbLodt 

 

What’s the best thing about summer 
vacation?  Family trips, of course!  
Planning trips can be part of the fun – 
where should we go?  What should we do 
once we get there?  How should we get 
there?  For some families, these questions 
take much more planning.  Dorothy’s 
family was planning a vacation that 
involved an airplane ride to their 
destination.  Dorothy’s mom worried about 
how her 6 year old daughter, Dorothy, 
would cope with all of the changes to her 
routine.  Dorothy has three diagnoses: 
Autism Spectrum Disorder, echolalia, and 
Turner Syndrome.  Dorothy’s mom knew 
that this would be just another learning 
process for Dorothy and her family. 
Dorothy’s mom had concerns about 
Dorothy since she was born.  Dorothy 

didn’t make eye contact and wasn’t rolling over at the age of 6 months.  Dorothy’s 
mom contacted the Russell Child Development Center for help with Dorothy’s 
development.  Dorothy and her family remained with the Russell Child 
Development Center until Dorothy was ready to transition to the school district’s 
program at age three.  With the help and support of both the Russell Child 
Development Center and the Garfield Early Childhood Center (through the 
Garden City school District in southwestern Kansas), Dorothy’s family learned 
how to help Dorothy communicate with them, including her little sister.  She 
learned to communicate verbally and answer yes/no questions during her time at 
the Early Childhood Center.  “I could really trust them to guide me through this 
process”, Mom said of both programs. Dorothy has just finished kindergarten, 
supported by a one-on-one paraprofessional.  Dorothy’s tutor calls her “extremely 
smart”.  Dorothy’s favorite extracurricular activity is playing the piano.  Dorothy’s 
mom credits early intervention services for Dorothy’s success, not just for 
Dorothy, but for her entire family.  Dorothy’s mom encourages families to become 
familiar with special educations laws in order to plan for the best possible future 
for their child. How did the vacation go?  Let’s just say that Dorothy isn’t in 
Kansas anymore. 

Dorothy’s	  Journey	  
~ From a parent ~ 
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For the last 20 years, Vera Stroup-Rentier has been involved in supporting families 
with children who have special needs.  As a parent herself that as traveled this 
journey, she knows firsthand the unique needs associated with this important role. As 
a young mother, she experienced the overwhelming demand associated with the role 
of trying to learn all she could regarding how to care for her child with special 
needs.  She shared that this was not part of the picture she had in her mind of what 
parenthood was like.  This difficult journey helped to build within Vera the sensitivity 
she brings to per position as the Part B Coordinator.  Her desire is to listen to families 
with an ear for how could they better be supported.  What could be done differently 
she wonders and how could there be better adaptations of services to better meet their 
needs.  In other words, Vera shared how she wanted to “really seek to understand 
what their journey is like.” Mrs. Stroup-Rentier grew up in Pennsylvania but moved 
to Kansas 20 years ago to work for KU doing technical assistance training.  She has a 
double major in Elementary Education, and Library Science.  Her Master’s degree is 
in Early Childhood Education.  She is currently finishing up her doctorate program at 
KU in Special Education, with emphasis in families and disability policy. Vera is the mother of 3 children who are in 7th, 8th, 
and 9th grade.  And she enjoys hiking, traveling, walking, and playing games with her family.  Her career goal  is to make sure 
that agencies are seen as equal partners with families and that they contribute to helping to figure out new ways to support 
them. The State ICC counts a privilege to have such a compassionate and knowledgeable member on the Council. 

Meet Council Member:  
Vera Stroup-Rentier 

Ask Doug!  
What is the difference between Part B (3-5 years old) and Part C (Birth to 3 years old)  
 
Each program has its own criteria for eligibility.   
 
Part C/Infant Toddler Services/Part C has three different ways to determine eligibility:  percentage of delay when compared 
to same-aged peers (25% in one are or 20% in two or more areas in the state of Kansas), auto-eligibility due to extenuating 
circumstances, Micro-prematurity, a genetic disorder, and Failure to Thrive are just a few examples.  The third method of 
determining eligibility is the use of professional judgment.  If the evaluation team (comprised of two professionals from 
different areas of development) feels that the child is showing signs that they could struggle with issues not necessarily related 
to child development, such as feeding difficulties, nutritional issues, behavioral or sensory issues, the child could be found 
eligible.  Infant-Toddler Services/Part C programs use an Individualized Family Service Plan, or IFSP, to document current 
levels of development as well as the objectives the family would like to meet within a certain timeframe, usually within 6 
months.  The IFSP can be reviewed at any time, but is usually reviewed twice yearly.  The family is actively involved in the 
provision of services, following through on the strategies given by their provider/s.  Services are provided in the natural 
environment, the family’s home, daycare, the park – the places that the child would naturally go as part of their daily routines. 
Part B /Preschool services are part of the educational system.  When children reach the age of three, the criteria for 
determining eligibility changes from child development and how the child’s delay/s impact/s the child and family throughout 
their daily routines, to how the child’s area/s of need will impact their ability to learn. Children are evaluated according to the 
guidelines of each individual school district.  Eligibility is based on the child’s functioning in an educational setting.  The Part 
B planning document is called an Individualized Education Program, or IEP.  It also lists the current levels of development as 
well as goals and objectives to be worked on, but they are broken down into four benchmarks to be met throughout the term of 
the IEP.  IEP’s are for a one year time period, but can be reviewed at any time by calling a meeting of the team (which 
includes parents) to revisit the plan and made any changes.  Services can be provided within a school, or in the community, 
depending on the need of the child and the service delivery model use by that particular program.     


