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Kansas Interagency Coordinating Council 

on Early Childhood 

Developmental Services 
Meeting Minutes – Conference Call 

December 18, 2015 

 

Members Present           

Matt Connell, Chair & Public Member   

Stephanie Parkison, Vice-Chair & Kansas Dept. for Children & Families (DCF)   

Sarah Walters, Kansas Dept. of Health and Environment (KDHE)     

Barbara Dayal, Kansas State Dept. of Education (KSDE)      

Karen Pahls, Provider Member 

David Lindeman, Regents Representative       

Lynnie Krehbiel, Provider Member (Head Start)      

Tammy Scheopner, Parent Member 

Kathy Kersenbrock-Ostmeyer, Provider Member 

Lindy McDaniel, Provider Member 

Mary Duncan, past chair, Governor's Representative 

 

Members Not Present 

Elizabeth Brunscheed-Cartagena, Parent Member  

Vera Lynn Stroup-Rentier, Kansas State Dept. of Education (KSDE) 

Cindy Hermes, Insurance Commission Representative 

Elaine Bowers. Legislative Representative 

Valdenia Winn, Legislative Representative 

 

Non-Members Present 

Phoebe Rinkel, Kansas Interagency Coordinating Council (ICC) Staff 

Christy Knupp McCollum, Families Together 

Debbie Cate, IDEA DATA Center and Early Childhood Technical Assistance Center 

Debbie Mai, Rainbows, Butler Co. and Sedgwick Co. tiny k programs 

Kimberly Kennedy, Head Start Collaboration Office 

 

Call to order:  Chair Matt Connell introduced himself and called the meeting to order with a 

welcome and reading of the mission statement for the state ICC.  Matt asked for introductions 

of participants in the conference call and confirmed a quorum with nine members present.   
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Meeting minutes:  Minutes of the SICC meeting of 11-17-15 were emailed to all members prior 

to the conference call.  Minutes were reviewed, changes recommended, and corrections made. 

Kathy Kersenbrock-Ostmeyer moved and Dave Lindeman seconded the motion to accept 

minutes of the 11-17-15 meeting with revisions made. Motion passed. 

 

Meeting agenda:  The draft agenda for the SICC meeting today was emailed to all members in 

advance of the conference call.  No changes were made to the proposed agenda.  Mary Duncan 

moved to approve the agenda as written.  Dave Lindeman seconded.  Motion passed.   

 

Public forum:  No comments. 

 

Old business:  No old business. 

 

Committee Reports 

 

Executive Committee:  Members met 12-8-15 to review minutes from November meeting and 

draft an agenda for 12-18-15. 

 

Communication/Collaboration- Karen Pahls reported for the committee that they have not yet 

met so has no report today. 

 

SPP/APR- Dave reported for the committee that the committee has not yet met pending 

resolution of issues with OSEP's reporting system.  (See Sarah Walter's written report for KDHE 

for clarification.) 

 

Family Voices- Tammy Scheopner reported that the Family Voices meeting was cancelled due to 

scheduling conflicts.  Tammy and Elizabeth Brunscheed-Cartagena are continuing to work on the 

family interview for the ICC newsletter.  Phoebe Rinkel will provide support.  

 

Agency Reports 

 

KSDE- Barb Dayal commented on highlights of her written report.  (See report on file with 

meeting minutes.)  The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) was signed into law, replacing No 

Child Left Behind (NCLB).  KSDE will be digging into the new law. Questions can be addressed to 

KSDE at essa@ksde.org 

The Kansas State Board of Education (KSBE) will vote to adopt new outcomes supporting its new 

vision, including kindergarten readiness, social-emotional readiness, graduation rates, and 

individual plans of study focused on career interests. Dave asked Barb if there was any 

discussion or information for what will be the indicators of kindergarten readiness.  Barb said 

this is still under discussion with no specifics yet.   

 

mailto:essa@ksde.org
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Barb described wrapping up work for the Early Childhood Outcomes (ECO), Indicator 7 for the 

State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP) for Part B.  The ECO data collection has been completed 

and is being finalized for 2014-15.  The Office of Special Education (OSEP) will be visiting Part C 

January 5-6, 2016 and Vera Lynne Stroup Rentier and Barb were invited to attend.  

 

Barb pointed out that KSDE Early Childhood Coordinator Gayle Stuber has retired and yesterday 

was her last day.  

 

Barb shared information submitted by KSDE's Tate Toedman regarding record attendance at the 

National Association for the Education of Homeless Children (NAECHY).  Kansas has experienced 

a slight increase in homeless students in general and an increase in unaccompanied homeless 

youth.   

 

Julie Ewing, KSDE consultant for English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) has joined a 

consortium to create a new assessment that measures the standards that are in place for 

Kansas.  

 

DCF- Stephanie Parkison reported that Kelly Meigs was hired in May 2015 as Quality Rating 

Improvement System (QRIS) manager.   QRIS is a systematic framework for improving quality in 

early childhood settings. (See report on file with meeting minutes.)  In July 2015 Kelly Meigs and 

Kelly Beckerman attended the BUILD National QRIS Conference and found out what other states 

are doing with QRIS.  In September 2015 an internal strategic planning meeting was held which 

included staff from KDHE facilitated by the Office of Child Care.  There have been several Peer to 

Peer calls with other states.  Since September, the DCF Child Care unit has been working on the 

development stages of the QRIS, including governance structure, quality indicators, work groups 

and branding of statewide QRIS.  The first QRIS advisory group met December 14, 2015.   Work 

groups will start meeting in early 2016. 

 

KDHE- Sarah Walters provided highlights of her written report.  (See report on file with meeting 

minutes.) Sara told the council and guests that she wants to provide more information about 

KDHE as a whole, not just Part C Infant Toddler Services.  Her current report goes into programs 

with the Bureau of Family Health, where Part C is housed.  She will be adding information on 

other programs in the future.  She thinks this will be good background for new council members.    

      

Part C is continuing to work on the State Performance Plan (SPP)/Annual Performance Report 

(APR) but the Grad 360 electronic filing system for the Office of Special Education Programs 

(OSEP) report was not available until yesterday.  Sarah's team has collected necessary data but 

have to get it into that system before it can be shared. There will be a quick turnaround in 

January 2016 once the report is written.  Sarah said Kansas Part C can ask for a one-week 

extension if necessary.  She will schedule conference call with SPP/APR committee in January 

2016, prior to the next ICC meeting.   
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OSEP sent out an email asking state agencies if they wanted technical assistance on writing their 

SSIP.  Sarah's philosophy is that we should take advantage of the opportunity so OSEP will be 

visiting the Kansas Part C program Jan 5-6, 2016.  ICC members are welcome to join the group 

working on the logic model on January 5--just please let Sarah know.  The Part C fiscal initiative 

will be the focus of the 2nd day.  OSEP will be providing a webinar or conference call regarding 

regulations from the federal perspective around Part C funding.   

 

Sara shared a Save-the-Date flyer for "Screen Early Start Strong" (see handout on file with 

meeting minutes).  This is a collaborative effort among state agencies and early childhood 

leaders and Sarah said they would like local programs to send participants.  This is a birth to age 

3 initiative and these children will come to Part C. 

 

Sarah intends to highlight other programs from KDHE in the future.  She will also know more 

about transitioning of KanCare eligibility determinations for the elderly and people with 

disabilities, but in the meantime provided this link:  

http://www.kdheks.gov/news/web_archives/2015/12152015.htm 

 

Insurance- Matt announced that Cindy Hermes is the new ICC representative from the state 

Insurance Commissioner's office.   Cindy had a conflict this afternoon but planned to join in late 

if possible. 

 

Families Together- Christy Knupp McCollum, representing Families Together today, had no 

report. 

 

Other Reports 

 

Staff Report:  Phoebe Rinkel provided highlights of her first written report to the council and 

requested feedback from members regarding the scope and level of detail of the staff report 

(see written report on file with meeting minutes).  Phoebe described activities of her first few 

weeks as staff coordinator for the ICC, including: 

 Completing required orientation training for KDHE 

 Updating ICC member information and following up on appointments /reappointments 

to ensure all positions are filled  

 Contacting committees and agency representatives to offer assistance 

 Participating in Part C staff meetings, statewide Coordinator Connections meeting, Part 

C Master Coaches training  

 Responding to requests from local ICCs regarding lead agency changes and invitations to 

attend local ICC meetings 

 Identifying and scheduling participation on committees/organizational groups relevant 

to SICC mission 
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 Developing legislative contacts, identifying resources to keep informed of legislative 

activities 

 

Next steps include  

 Coordinating training with Matt on ICC website maintenance so that updates can be 

completed  

 Planning for orientation of new council members 

 Learning about SICC budget and oversight responsibilities 

 Meeting with all committees to support goals and activities 

 

Phoebe asked members to watch for an updated member roster to review, revise, and return 

prior to next meeting.  Members were asked to send Phoebe a private email to let her know if 

they have received reimbursement checks processed in recent months.   Regarding the ICC 

calling card, either Matt or Phoebe can initiate a conference call for any committee meeting.  

 

Phoebe asked council members to provide suggestions of list servs and other reliable sources of 

information on legislative issues important to the mission of the ICC.  In response to a question 

from Matt, Kathy and Mary indicated that Hawver Report would be good investment for non-

partisan legislative information to keep the council informed, especially during the legislative 

session.  Kathy also offered to forward information from her National Education Association 

(NEA) and KSBE list servs.   

 

Chair Report:  Matt reported on the following issues. 

1) Dave sent the information on recent changes to the policy from board of regents regarding 

teacher licensure.  Matt will be looking at it after the first of the year to determine how we think 

the council should move forward.   

2)  Dave sent a request for comments for Child Care Aware of America so Matt will be looking 

into that.   

 

Dave provided a correction:  The Family Engagement draft comments is the one that has been 

extended.  Health and Human Services (HHS) and the U.S. Department of Education (USDE) have 

issued draft statement for comments.  Regulations regarding the child care block grant just 

came out today and is another opportunity for people to make comments that affect policy at 

national level. 

 

Adjournment:  Stephanie moved and Tammy seconded the motion to adjourn.  Motion passed.  

 

The next State ICC meeting will be held at 1:00 p.m. January 22, 2016 at the Kanza Cafe. 

 

 

 



 
State ICC Report  

December, 2015 

 

Early Childhood Special Education, Section 619 (Submitted by Stroup-Rentier/Dayal)  

 

Every Student Succeeds Act has been signed into law, officially replacing the No Child Left 

Behind Act. Overall, KSDE is pleased with the ESSA as it restores much needed flexibility to 

states to make decisions based on the unique needs of its own students. KSDE will be working 

over the next few weeks to understand every part of the new law.  

  

Kansas State Board of Education will vote to adopt new student outcomes that support our new 

vision and ESSA. Some areas being considered include: 

  

-   Kindergarten readiness 

-   Social/emotional readiness 

-   Increasing graduation rates 

-   Individual plans of study focused on career interest  

 

Questions can be directed to essa@ksde.org 

Submitted by Vera Stroup-Rentier 

 

We are wrapping up our work for Indicator 17 (State Systemic Improvement Plan – SSIP) that 

includes improving outcomes for children 3 – 5 years old. The Office of Special Education 

Programs (OSEP) will be visiting Part C on January 5 to provide SSIP Technical Assistance, and 

we have also been invited to attend. We are excited to have this opportunity to receive guidance 

for our work with the SSIP and ensure we are incorporating the highest standards for our special 

education students in Early Childhood programs. 

 

We have completed data collection and are finalizing data verification for our Early Childhood 

Indicators 6 (EC-LRE), 7 (EC Outcomes) and 12 (C to B Transitions). This data will help to 

inform us of the needs for Technical Assistance and Professional Development for our EC 

programs. 

Submitted by Barb Dayal 

 

Parents as Teachers (submitted by Janet Newton) 

 

Kansas Parents as Teachers programs are affiliates of the national Parents as Teachers 

program.  Programs submit a significant amount of data in their annual Affiliate Performance Report 

to the National Parents as Teachers office.  Data are used to measure process performance to help 

ensure programs have implemented the Parents as Teachers program locally as intended or with 

fidelity to the model.  Kansas programs continue to perform very well in their operation of the 

Parents as Teachers program as intended which helps ensure good outcomes for families and their 

children.  PAT National center staff have repeatedly commended the great work our programs do in 

mailto:essa@ksde.org
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Kansas and lift up the many examples of the partnerships our programs engage in every day.  We are 

especially proud of our continued good work with the tiny k and early childhood special education 

programs.  Our screening, referral and service follow up rates are consistently above the national 

average.   

 

State Pre-Kindergarten (formerly the Four Year Old At-Risk) Program (Submitted by Gayle 

Stuber) 

 

Data are collected through the Early Childhood Success in School.  Teachers complete the 

KELI-4 on 10 randomly selected four year olds and enter the data before December 11 (the date 

was extended).  Data from family surveys, classroom practices surveys, transition surveys, and 

protective factors surveys were also collected and due to be entered by Dec. 11
th

.    

 

Kansas Preschool Program (formerly the Pre-K Program) (Submitted by Gayle Stuber)  

The Kansas Preschool Program is in its 10
th

 year and is located across the state in 12 sites. The 

KPP is funded through the Children’s Initiative Fund.  Data collection in the Foundation for 

School Success or the Early Childhood Success in School is due to be completed for fall by 

December 11
th

.   

 

UPDATE:  Gayle Stuber will be retiring from KSDE in mid-December.  Colleen Riley 

(criley@ksde.org) will be the contact for both the Kansas Preschool Program and the State Pre-K 

Program until a new consultant is assigned.   

 

Kansas Early Learning Standards (Submitted by Gayle Stuber) 

The Kansas Early Learning Standards are posted on the KSDE website.  Please go to:  

http://www.ksde.org/Default.aspx?tabid=3321 for your copy.  The work to develop training and 

TA modules around the Kansas Early Learning Standards is in process and should be completed 

by mid-year or late spring, 2016.   Access information will be provided in the spring of 2016. 

 

Kansas School Readiness Framework:  (Submitted by Gayle Stuber) 

The Kansas School Readiness Framework provides a structure for programs at both the state and 

local levels to make program, process, and procedure decisions through alignment of program 

components.  As an example, the Kansas Preschool Program (KPP) components have been 

aligned with the Kansas School Readiness Framework which provides a clear connection 

between the KPP’s outcomes and the research-based School Readiness Indicators.  This is one 

way to promote school readiness for our children and support the need for strong early learning 

experiences that enhance school readiness.   

 

Homeless (Submitted by Tate Toedman) 

 

 We had 9 districts and KSDE represented at the NAEHCY national conference last month in 

Phoenix.  A total 15 people from Kansas were there.  It was a record attendance of over 1200 for 

the conference.  Next year's conference will be in Orlando over Halloween weekend.  The 

homeless student data from 2014-2015 shows a slight decrease in number of students identified 

by Kansas school districts.  Approximately 50 % of districts identified at least one homeless 

mailto:criley@ksde.org
http://www.ksde.org/Default.aspx?tabid=3321
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student.  However there was an increase in unaccompanied homeless youth.  We will have 

finalized data by the next meeting.   

 

English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) (Submitted by Julie Ewing, ESOL/Bilingual 

and Title III consultant, KSDE)  

 

Every spring English Learners K-12 take an English Language Proficiency Assessment to 

determine progress in the English language.  Kansas has joined a consortium called ELPA21 that 

contains 9 other states around the country to create a new assessment that measures the standards 

that are in place for Kansas.  This test will be interactive and measure reading, listening, 

speaking, and writing.  It will also give a composite score.  This test will provide teachers with 

valuable information on the progress of each student in their language development.  Kansas is 

very excited to be part of this consortium and the new assessment.  You can check out sample 

items at www.elpa21.org   

 



 

 

Strong Families Make A Strong Kansas 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Kansas Coordinating Council on Early Childhood Developmental Services 

December 17, 2015 

 

Quality Rating and Improvement System 

In May of 2015, DCF hired Kelly Meigs as the QRIS  program Manager.   A QRIS is a systematic framework for evaluating, 

improving, and communicating the level of quality in early and school age care settings. The main goals of a QRIS are to 

improve the quality of care, improve parent’s understanding quality care, improve professional development of child 

care providers, align funding and services of the state early learning system.  

In July, Kelly Meigs and Karen Beckerman attended the BUILD National QRIS Conference.  Through discussion with 

others they discovered, many of the states currently using a QRIS are revising and scaling back.   Kansas is learning from 

other states and how to benefit from their lessons learned.   

In September, we were had an internal Strategic Planning which included staff from KDHE facilitated by the Office of 

Child Care.    During this time, we began work on the basic framework of the QRIS.  We have had several Peer to Peer 

calls with other states.   

Since September, DCF child care unit has been working on the development stages of the QRIS.  Some of the areas being 

worked on are the governance structure, quality indicators, work groups and branding of the statewide QRIS.  On 

December 14th, the first QRIS Advisory Group meeting was held.  Work groups will start meeting early 2016.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Kansas Infant Toddler Services 

Bureau of Family Health 

1000 SW Jackson, Ste 220 

Topeka, KS 66612 

 

Phone: 785-296-6135 

Fax: 785-296-8626 

www.ksits.org 

 

 

Kansas Coordinating Council on Early Childhood Developmental Services 
 

December 16, 2015 

 

Kansas Infant-Toddler Services, Part C tiny-k Program  

State Performance Plan/Annual Performance Report (SPP/APR) work continues.  There have been some blips 

with Grads 360, the reporting application for the SPP/APR.  Because of this, KDHE has been delayed in writing 

the report.  The SPP/APR workgroup will convene as soon as we have something to share.    

 

Additionally, the State Systemic Improvement Plan work continues.  Kansas Infant-Toddler Services (KS ITS) 

is utilizing the expertise and assistance of the technical assistance opportunities as appropriate and have 

requested the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) to provide us with TA.  To that end, they will be 

coming to Kansas on January 5th and 6th.  The first day of the visit will consist of SSIP work with stakeholders 

at the Kansas State Association of School Boards in Topeka from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  Please contact Sarah 

Walters for more information.  The second day of the visit will focus on technical assistance around fiscal 

issues for Part C.  KS ITS have initiated a “fiscal initiative” where we are studying the funding of early 

intervention services in Kansas.  This day is aimed at helping KS ITS understand federal requirements.   

 

Maternal and Child Health  

Screen Early Start Strong: A Summit on Developmental Screening.  The Kansas Initiative for 

Developmental Ongoing Screening (KIDOS) is hosting a series of summits across the state during spring 

2016. The purpose of the summits is to provide communities an opportunity to exchange information and 

develop community action plans that will improve systems and coordination related to screening and 

referral. There is no cost to attend these full-day events.  See Attached Save the Date Flyer.  

http://www.screenearlystartstrong.org/  

 

Home Visitation 

Kansas Home Visiting Website Launches 

A new website www.kshomevisiting.org gives families, home visitors, and communities a one-stop resource 

for Kansas home visiting services. The site, developed by KDHE in partnership with KU's Center for Public 

Partnerships and Research, identifies home visiting programs by county, provides information about home 

visiting program models and provides links to resources related to child development, maternal and child 

health, child safety, parenting tips and more. 

 

The website also contains resources for home visitors including the C.A.R.E. Toolkit, a new resource for 

home visitors to better engage and serve diverse populations. The toolkit contains webcasts, interactive 

webpages featuring information for specific cultures, and a variety of other resources. 

 

Special Health Services 

Kansas Resource Guide 

The Kansas Resource Guide (KRG) is a partnership among the Kansas Department of Health and 

Environment, the Kansas State Department of Education, the Department for Families and Children, and the 

http://www.screenearlystartstrong.org/
http://www.kshomevisiting.org/


 

 

Department of Oral Health.  This collaborative connects consumers and service providers with resources 

and services for women, infants, children, youth, and people with disabilities in Kansas. The website 

provides a central point of entry reducing time spent in searching for resources. The website is a navigational 

tool for consumers and service providers in Kansas. There are links to partners’ websites, topical lists, and a 

searchable resource directory. Through the directory, you will be able to search for providers based upon your 

geographic location, a specific service type or a keyword. Services that you may find in the directory include 

(but are not limited to):  
Advocacy *Adult and Aging Services* Disability Services* Education* Employment* Health Care Services* 

Independent and Community Living* Insurance/Benefits Services* Nutrition and Wellness* Women and 

Children’s Services* Youth Services (ages 14-25)   http://www.ksresourceguide.org/  

 

Newborn Screening 

The Kansas newborn screening program is a collaborative effort between public health, hospitals, providers 

and the parents of the infants screened. Screening is a public health service in existence since 1965.  Kansas 

newborns are screened for the core panel of 29 conditions recommended for inclusion in all state screening 

programs by the American College of Medical Genetics.  For more information about each of these, visit: 

www.kdheks.gov/newborn_screening 

 

KDHE has launched a quality initiative and program to increase awareness of Critical Congenital Heart 

Defects (CCHD) and ensure that all babies in Kansas are being screened for CCHD after birth. The project 

strives to assure prompt care, connection to resources, long-term follow-up, and improvement of overall 

health outcomes for infants with CCHD. KDHE staff began training birthing facilities on implementation of 

CCHD screening in May 2014. The training consists of KDHE Newborn Screening (NBS) staff visiting the 

birthing facility in person and providing education, resources, technical assistance and support. This will 

support the overall goal of 100% of babies being screened in Kansas for CCHD. 

 

Child Care Licensing 

The Department administers the child care licensing law as a preventive program for which the main purpose of 

is to protect the health, safety, and welfare of children receiving care away from their parents and home. It is 

also a consumer protection law assuring parents that the care they are paying for meets minimum standards of 

good care. 

Licensure (depending on the number of children in care) is required regardless of the motivation for providing 

care, and whether or not there is advertisement of or payment for services. The essential fact is that a child or 

children receive care away from their own homes.  

KDHE contracts with local health departments (some are multi-county) to provide local regulatory services for:  

•Licensed Day Care Homes  

•Group Day Care Homes 

•Child Care Centers 

•Preschools 

•Head Start Centers 

•School Age Programs 

 

Other Agency News 

KansasHealthMatters.org hosts a wealth of data, trends, disparities and demographics and can generate reports 

that compare between geographies. Additionally, a promising practices database informs professionals and 

community members about documented approaches to improving community health and quality of life. Funding 

opportunities and other resources are also featured on the site. All data is presented at the community, not 

patient, level. 

 
 

http://www.ksresourceguide.org/
http://www.kdheks.gov/newborn_screening


 

 

The Bureau of Oral Health in collaboration with 7 other public health organizations constructed a proposal to land a 

$570,000 grant to improve the oral health for all Kansans. Some of the initial activities will include a Head Start Basic 

Screening Survey to gain a baseline for early childhood caries (ECC) and a pilot program to promote school oral health 

screenings, school sealant programs, ECP III equipment grants and licensure and educational platforms for oral health in 

the classroom. Watch for statewide opportunities to become involved with this initiative. For more information about this 

announcement http://www.oralhealthkansas.org/pdf/WWU/NewOpportunity_5-5-2015.pdf 

 

Beginning Jan. 1, KDHE will process KanCare eligibility determinations for the elderly and people with 

disabilities.  For full press release see KDHE website.  

http://www.kdheks.gov/news/web_archives/2015/12152015.htm  

[Click Here To Begin]  

 

http://www.oralhealthkansas.org/pdf/WWU/NewOpportunity_5-5-2015.pdf
http://www.kdheks.gov/news/web_archives/2015/12152015.htm


SCREEN EARLY  
START STRONG 
A Summit on Developmental Screening

SAVE THE DATE
Screen Early Start Strong: A Summit on Developmental Screening 

The Kansas Initiative for Developmental Ongoing Screening (KIDOS) is hosting  
a series of summits across the state during Spring 2016. The purpose of the summits  
is to provide communities an opportunity to exchange information and develop 
community action plans that will improve systems and coordination related to 
screening and referral. There is no cost to attend these full-day events. 

Dates and Locations:
Topeka: Tuesday, April 5, 2016

Hays: Thursday, April 21, 2016

Wichita: Thursday, May 5, 2016

Garden City: Thursday, May 12, 2016

Independence: Thursday, May 19, 2016

Event location and registration information will be posted on  
www.screenearlystartstrong.org when it becomes available. 

Contact Loretta Severin at lseverin@ku.edu for more information. 

The KIDOS project is a collaborative effort between the Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE) and the 
Center for Public Partnerships & Research (CPPR) at the University of Kansas.

This project is supported by the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) under grant 
number H25MC00234, Early Childhood Comprehensive Systems: Building Health Through Integration, $140,000. This information or content and conclusions 
are those of the author and should not be construed as the official position or policy of, nor should any endorsements be inferred by HRSA, HHS or the U.S. 
Government. Funding for this project was provided in part by the United Methodist Health Ministry Fund, a philanthropy based in Hutchinson. 

KIDOS

KIDOS
SCREEN EARLY, START STRONG

KANSAS INITIATIVE for
DEVELOPMENTAL 
ONGOING SCREENING
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State Interagency Coordinating Council Staff Report 

Submitted by Phoebe Rinkel 

12-18-15 

 

SICC Meetings 

 Executive Committee 12-8-15 

 Contacted committees and agency representatives with contact information and offered 

assistance  

 Scheduled to meet with Family Voices and Communications/Collaboration committees 

 Updating SICC Roster (in process, please review and return with changes by January 12, 2016) 

o Contacted Insurance Commissioner’s office regarding open position and welcomed 

appointment of Cindy Hermes to council 

o Contacted Legislative Coordinating Council Chair Ray Merrick to request 

appointment/reappointment of legislative members to council.  Learned that 

Representative Winn’s appointment runs until 2017, according to Speaker Merrick’s 

office.  Contacted office of Senate President Susan Wagle to check on Senator Bowers’ 

appointment.  They still had Jean Shodorf listed as the SICC appointee. 

 Planning orientation for new council members  

State Agency Meetings 

 Attended weekly Part C Infant Toddler staff meetings 

 Attended Coordinator Connections meeting 12-2-15 in Salina 

 Participated in Part C Master Coaches training 12-10-15 in Topeka 

 Others to schedule:  Kansas State Department of Education Early Childhood team, Kansas 

Children’s Cabinet/Early Head Start, Division for Children and Families/Kansas Department for 

Aging and Disability Services  

Local Interagency Coordinating Councils (LICCs) 

 Received invitations from Topeka and Ottawa/Wellsville to attend upcoming LICC meetings 

 Participated in transition forum for prospective lead agencies at invitation of Lakemary LICC 12-

11-15 

Professional Early Childhood Meetings 

With Doug’s help, identified committees/organizational groups relevant to SICC in past: 

 Kansas Division for Early Childhood (KDEC) - expect letter requesting participation (attend 

quarterly board meetings, provide legislative update at annual conference and as needed).  I’m 

participating with Vera and Sarah in a session at the annual conference this year (Stump the 

State on transition issues) 
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 Kansas Association for the Education of Young Children (KAEYC) – Doug attended board meeting 

a couple of times a year 

 Kansas Special Education Advisory Council (SEAC) - Doug attended several times a year, as 

agenda indicated item of shared interest 

 Kansas State Board of Education (KSBE) - Doug monitored monthly agenda and 

attended/observed when item on agenda impacts EC field 

 Kansas Head Start Association (KHSA) - have not participated on board or attended conference 

for past 5 years or so. 

 Big Tent Coalition- have not been active in past 5 years 

 Parent Leadership Conference- Doug has served on planning committee for annual event 

sponsored by Kansas Children’s Service League and has been a presenter at times 

Others to consider: 

 Early Childhood Leadership Council workgroup/inclusion task force 

 Kansas Association for Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health (KAIMH) 

 Kansas Pyramid Collaborative 

 Kansas Action for Children  

 Families Together 

 Kansas Children’s Service League/Governor’s Conference on Prevention of Child Abuse and 

Neglect 

 Additional recommendations from council? 

Policy/Legislative 

Kansas 

 Attended Kansas legislative forum sponsored by United Community Services of Johnson County 

and Greater Kansas City United Way 12-11-15 

 Obtained list of interim and special committee meetings; will monitor K-12 Student Success,  

Foster Care Adequacy, Emergency Safety Intervention Task Force [Kathy Kersenbrock-Ostmeyer 

is a member]) 

 Signed up for Kansas policy/legislative list servs  

o KS Commission on Disability Concerns (Martha Gabehart) 

o Kansas Action for Children 

o Kansas Health Institute 

o Special Education Advisory Council 

o Kansas Association of Special Education Administrators  

o Others to consider? 

National 

 Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) replaces No Child Left Behind (NCLB), supported by the 
Council for Exceptional Children and many other leading disability and civil rights advocacy 



3 
 

groups.  A summary of highlights can be found on the CEC website and questions can be 
directed to KSDE at the email address provided in the agency report:  essa@ksde.org 

 Joint initiative on Inclusion in Early Childhood Programs by Departments of Health and Human 
Services and Education follows policy statement with announcement of webinar series.   

 
Website 

 Received copy of contract for website domain through October 2016.  Website back up.  Will 

work with Matt on updating and with communication and collaboration committee on future 

plans 

 Worked with Matt 12-16-15 on training to navigate, update, and maintain web site 

SICC Budget 

 Processed reimbursement requests for last meeting.  Will determine who still needs to complete 

KDHE forms to be eligible for reimbursement. 

 Determined that calling cards are being discontinued so set up line item for SICC to use and bill 

the Part C conference call number.   

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.policyinsider.org/2015/12/congress-passes-essa-.html
mailto:essa@ksde.org
http://www2.ed.gov/about/inits/ed/earlylearning/inclusion/index.html
webinar%20series.%20
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