
 

 1 

 

Kansas Interagency Coordinating Council 

on Early Childhood 

Developmental Services 
Meeting Minutes  

Wichita, KS 

February 26, 2016 

           

Matt Connell, Chair & Public Member   

Stephanie Parkison, Vice-Chair & Kansas Dept. for Children & Families (DCF) 

Mary Duncan, past chair, Governor's Representative 

Barbara Kramer (representing Sarah Walters), Kansas Dept. of Health and Environment (KDHE) 

Barbara Dayal, Kansas State Dept. of Education (KSDE)    

Karen Pahls, Provider Member 

David Lindeman, Regents Representative       

Lynnie Krehbiel, Provider Member (Head Start)      

Tammy Scheopner, Parent Member 

Kathy Kersenbrock-Ostmeyer, Provider Member 

Elizabeth Brunscheed-Cartagena, Parent Member  

 

Members Not Present 

Lindy McDaniel, Provider Member 

Cindy Hermes, Insurance Commission Representative 

Elaine Bowers. Legislative Representative 

Valdenia Winn, Legislative Representative 

 

Non-Members Present 

Phoebe Rinkel, Kansas Interagency Coordinating Council (ICC) Staff 

Kimberly Kennedy, Head Start Collaboration Office 

Lee (Paco) Price, Rainbows United, Inc. 

Doug Bowman, Oral Health Kansas 

Deanna Berry, Russell Child Development Center  

Kathy Johnson, TARC tiny-k Early Intervention Services 

 

Call to order:  Chair Matt Connell introduced himself and called the meeting to order with a 

welcome and reading of the mission statement for the state ICC.  Matt asked for introductions 

of participants in the conference call and confirmed a quorum of members present.   
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Meeting minutes:  Minutes of the SICC meeting of 1-22-16 were emailed to all members prior to 

the meeting.  Minutes were reviewed, changes recommended, and no corrections suggested. 

Dave Lindeman moved and Karen Pahls seconded the motion to accept minutes of the 1-22-16 

meeting. Motion passed. 

 

Meeting agenda:  The draft agenda for the SICC meeting today was emailed to all members in 

advance of the meeting.  No changes were made to the proposed agenda.  Stephanie Parkison 

moved to approve the agenda as written.  Dave seconded.  Motion passed.   

 

Public forum:  No public forum. 

 

Old business:  No old business considered. 

 

Meeting of the Minds Activity:   Dave Lindeman spoke to council members and guests about a 

grant opportunity that arose to allow for dissemination of information and engage families.  He 

thinks it fits nicely with other activities in state.  For example, the autism ambassador in Kansas 

has the role of disseminating information on child development and autism, based on the 

Centers for Disease Control (CDC) initiative and resources.  CDC materials are targeted for use by 

families and to increase awareness of developmental screening. This initiative has been going on 

in Kansas for several years. Another project Dave talked about is the Kansas Initiative for 

Developmental Ongoing Screening (KIDOS) (http://screenearlystartstrong.org/).  The focus of 

this project is on the use of a common developmental screener across the state.  There are 

upcoming community planning events --5 across the state—scheduled and Dave encouraged 

council members to be involved if possible (http://screenearlystartstrong.org/screen-early-start-

strong-summits/). 

 

The grant opportunity Dave brought to the executive committee of the SICC is a project 

supported by Maternal and Child Health focused on Learn the Signs- Act Early 

(http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/).   It’s about engaging parents in understanding 

developmental monitoring of their child.  It is a small grant with one goal and three activities.  

The idea is to begin to help coordinate pieces we have across the state to be more effective.  

Objective 1: develop a website that can be the portal for information and direct users to other 

websites: the place to go when you want more information.  Objective 2: linking programs, 

services and organizations across the state:  links to Infant Toddler Services, WIC, Head Start--

other resources, organizations, services, and agencies.  Objective 3:  professional development: 

how to effect programs in using the Learn the Signs materials.  This would include engaging 

higher education groups and others in ensuring their people know the resources are there.  

Then comes engaging people in the field:  Child Care Aware, Kansas Child Care Training 

Organization (KCCTO), Kansas Inservice Training System (KITS), etc. to disseminate information.  

The goal is getting information into the hands of families:  the end outcome is better 

engagement of families in looking at their child's development. 

 

http://screenearlystartstrong.org/
http://screenearlystartstrong.org/screen-early-start-strong-summits/
http://screenearlystartstrong.org/screen-early-start-strong-summits/
http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/
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Dave contacted Chair Matt Connell to see if SICC would support the proposal and work with 

them if funded, including helping disseminate information on the Kansas ICC website.  Matt 

asked the Executive Committee if they were in favor.  They were, so Matt provided a letter of 

support from the SICC. 

 

Lynnie noted that it's the 10th birthday of Learn the Signs Act Early.  She likes that information is 

in the parents’ language.  Tammy asked if all materials are web-based.  Dave said there are print 

materials available and with the grant they will try to increase the volume.  The current 

ambassador is working on having materials reproduced for Kansas and increasing the volume.   

 

Liz said as a parent, finding a resource that is a one-stop place and jargon free is a blessing.  She 

said it’s a great idea.  Paco Price asked if there would be any connection to physicians and family 

doctors.  Dave said that the proposal doesn’t address that but yes, they will try to get 

information into doctors’ hands.  Matt asked when Dave expected to hear about the grant and 

Dave said it should be in about a month, since it has an April start date. 

 

Committee Reports 

 

Executive Committee:  Members met 2-16-16 via conference call to review minutes from 

January and draft an agenda for 2-26-16.  They talked about three things:  minutes from last 

meeting, agenda for this meeting, and the request for a letter supporting the proposal Dave 

discussed.  The committee also discussed getting more parents involved in the SICC and think 

Dave’s proposal would help with that.  The Executive Committee subsequently met via email to 

consider the request for support of the grant proposal discussed in the Meeting of Minds 

activity and voted to provide a letter of support from the SICC. 

 

Communication/Collaboration- This committee met 1-29-16 via conference call.  Topics were 1) 

means to share survey results on website.  Members talked about other documents that could 

be shared on website for LICCs, sample MOAs and bylaws.  They will be reaching out to local 

programs to let them know the SICC wants to support them.  They want to feature success 

stories of LICCs in the newsletter, e.g. coming together to solve a problem they couldn’t solve 

alone.  They also want to support the roles and responsibilities of LICCs.  Members have 

reviewed a PowerPoint previously developed to share with LICCs.  The group asked Phoebe for 

assistance in graphing LICC survey results from 2014 to share with local ICCs and possibly post 

on the ICC website.  Graphs were sent to committee members and may be something to share 

in the LICC PowerPoint, or on the ICC website in the future.  

 

The committee met again this a.m. prior to the council meeting.  Members are working on 

refining a local news article that featured the Great Bend local ICC to fit into the next SICC 

newsletter.  They also intend to revisit the ICC website to see what's already there and make 

sure they are not duplicating.  This committee is working on how to format information so that 

it's useful for the LICCs.   
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SPP/APR-  Barbara Kramer reported on behalf of Sarah Walters that the Part C Infant Toddler 

annual State Performance Plan/Annual Performance Report (SPP/APR) report to Office of 

Special Education Programs (OSEP) was submitted ahead of schedule this month.  Barbara Dayal 

said she will report on KSDE’s VI-B indicators for their SPP/APR at the next meeting.  

 

Family Voices- This committee met via conference call 2-23-16. They had good discussion about 

finding more parent members and making it easier for parents to attend through technology.  

Liz talked about maybe using resources to involve more parents, like using Zoom, which is more 

interactive than conference call.  They talked about finalizing the parent interview for the 

newsletter.  It should be ready to go to Matt.  April 13 at 2:00 is their next meeting.   

 

Kansas Teaching Assignment Work Group- Matt reported on efforts to try to pull together 

additional data.  The workgroup will meet March 23 at noon to consider the issue.  Barb Dayal 

asked if its licensure or endorsement?  Dave said discussion is around an assignment policy.  The  

policy didn't change the license, but how people can be assigned to teach groups of kids.  It's a 

policy on teaching assignments, but Dave thinks the working title for the group is probably ok.   

Kathy suggested naming it something else, because someone might think it's the official 

licensure group, like Teaching Assignment Work Group?  Members agreed to that.   

 

Agency Reports 

 

KSDE- Please see written report and handouts.  Barb talked about the Part B SPP—it has been 

submitted but not yet published so she will bring information next time.  She reported that she 

and Vera have been participating in monthly webinars for special education directors and Title 

program directors that are well attended. They have presented to both groups on the HHS/USDE 

joint policy statements on inclusion in early childhood and on preventing expulsion and 

suspension in early childhood.  The kindergarten readiness work group continues to meet and 

the plan is to pilot an assessment by fall.  The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) is being 

reviewed for significant changes from No Child Left Behind (NCLB), with 1000 pages of changes 

alone.  KSDE staff members are going through line by line to see how changes will impact.  Barb 

attended a national conference on the ESSA. 

At the request of Matt Connell, Janet Newton, coordinator of the state’s Parents as Teachers 

program, and Barb provided answers to specific questions brought up by members at last 

month’s council meeting.  See Barb’s report and PAT fact sheets. With regard to whether or not 

PAT could become a means tested program, the appropriations bill currently includes $7.2 

million in TANF (Temporary Assistance for Needy Families) funds which may require programs or 

grants to be means tested.  KSDE is working with DCF to clarify requirements for use of TANF 

funds.  If an income based eligibility requirement were enacted for PAT, families unable to pay 

for services would lose access to PAT.  Local programs/districts would incur additional 

administrative duties and costs.  Based on estimated costs to local programs as determined by 
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the Kansas Parents as Teachers Association (KPATA), this change could reduce services to an 

estimated 700 families. 

State Pre-K program applications have gone out and are due Mar 11, 2016.  Kansas Preschool 

Program (KPP) grant applications go out soon and are due back the end of April, 2016.  Twelve 

sites currently are using that funding.  Gayle Stuber’s position hasn't been posted yet.   

A statewide summit on Homelessness and Housing is scheduled in Manhattan in April with the 

theme of collaboration.  A link to registration is included in Barb’s report.  Barb was asked to 

check on who could attend and provide the information to Phoebe to be shared with the council 

and for Sarah to send out on the Infant Toddler Services list serv. 

DCF- Please see written report.  Kim Kennedy reviewed updates on recent early childhood 

activities of DCF.  Two Requests for Proposals (RFPs) have gone out:  the Kansas Early Head 

Start—Child Care Partnership proposal and the Kansas Early Head Start Home Visitation 

proposal.  The Child Care Development Block Grant (CCDBG) federal funds support child care 

subsidies in the state plan.  There have been lots of changes in the CCDBG at the federal level. 

 

A little over a year ago a federal grant came out supporting Early Head Start (EHS) to have 

partnerships within a childcare center.  The purpose was to reach more children and families.  In 

Kansas one grant was awarded to the Family Conservancy.  Last fall a meeting was held in Texas 

with those partners to talk about how the grant was working.  In March there will be a meeting 

in Kansas City of those grants.  In the meantime it sounds like another proposal will come out to 

continue to expand these grants.  In other states, some partners pulled out, so they want to 

figure out how to better support them.  

 

The Child Care Development Fund State Plan state meeting was held Feb 11, 2016.  The 

comment period on the plan has closed. 

 

KDHE- Please see written report.  Barbara Kramer reviewed highlights.  The Part C application is 

currently posted on the website for public comment.  It includes a little more than $200,000 

increase in budget, which gets the program up to where it was prior to sequestration.  Public 

input has been solicited regarding how increase should be spent.  Local applications for 

programs are in process too.  Part C is asking for a new application and a few new budget 

requirements, as the result of federal accountability. We want to know how much the programs 

cost at the local level.  We want to look at consistency in how determinations are made at the 

federal and state level.  

 

Barbara mentioned Senate Bill 444, a bill that would identify specific tools to be used for 

assessment of American Sign Language (ASL).  Use of a single methodology would seem to be in 

conflict with IDEA 2004. We are not sure if the bill made it through the turnaround deadline. 

[Note:  following the meeting it was learned that the bill was scheduled for hearings March 7-8, 

2016 in the Senate Education Committee.] 
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Barbara reported regarding the current appropriations budget bill, it is our understanding that 

Part C stays with KDHE, for now. 

 

Barbara shared a flyer on regional meetings being held by Special Health Care Needs to provide 

care coordination and training.  Training is open to any parent of a child with special health care 

needs.   

      

Insurance- Cindy Hermes sent an email this morning to apologize for not being able to join the 

meeting due to having to cover for colleagues who are ill.  

 

Families Together-   Tammy Schoepner sits on the state board and reported that Saturday, April 

9, 2016 is the state conference in Wichita focused on social skills curriculum/autism and using 

technology to incorporate in the classroom.  Check out the Families Together website for 

registration information. 

 

Other Reports 

 

Staff Report:  Please see written report. Phoebe disseminated new member orientation 

notebooks for all council members in advance of upcoming training to be provided by Mary 

Duncan, past chair, on March 10, 2016 via web-conferencing.  A poll of members determined 

that most preferred to attend the training over the lunch hour.  The training will be recorded 

and made available following the event for members who cannot attend on March 10. 

 

Phoebe reported on interactions with LICCs in the past month and plans to coordinate with the 

Part C state team to schedule visits with at least 1/3 of the LICCs annually.  She is scheduled to 

meet with the Topeka Early Childhood Council in March.  There was some discussion by council 

members on the wording of the federal/state requirement for an education representative to 

participate on local councils.  Kathy said if Barb could support Part B participation on local 

councils it would be appreciated. 

 

A brief legislative update was provided (see report).  While the legislature has agreed on a 

budget, the recent Supreme Court decision 2-11-16 determined state funding for K-12 education 

to be “inequitable”.  The legislature will decide whether to spend more money or write a new 

funding formula by the June 30 court deadline. 

 

Chair Report:  Matt will be working with Phoebe on beginning to pull together the annual report 

due the first of July.   Megan Schmidt of the Governor’s office reached out to us to say they were 

working on finding a parent member but it's difficult.  Matt hopes we can continue to build 

parent membership. 
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Matt wants to add a blog type feature to the ICC website and will be talking to the Executive 

Committee about it.   He’s thinking about a feed type system that could be subscribed to so that 

every time we add something it goes out;   would build communication.   

 

Adjournment:  Stephanie Parkison moved and Karen Pahls seconded the motion to adjourn.  

Motion passed.  

 

The next State ICC meeting will be held via conference call April 22, 2016 from 1:00-4:00 p.m. 

 



	  
State ICC Report  
February, 2016 
 
Early Childhood Special Education, Section 619 (Submitted by Barb Dayal)  

Our SPP/APR report, for Indicators 1-16, has been submitted to the Office of Special Education 
Programs (OSEP). We have finalized our work for Indicator 17 (State-identified Measurable 
Result- SIMR) to support special education students from Preschool through grade 12.  We 
continue to work closely with our statewide Kansas MTSS team to ensure preschool programs 
are included the work of school districts. 

Vera and Barb have been participating in the department’s monthly webinars for Special 
Education Directors and Title Directors. Vera continues to update the directors on Early 
Childhood topics. Barb has presented information regarding the joint policy statements on 
inclusion in Early Childhood as well as expulsion and suspension.  
 
A Kindergarten Readiness Work Group has been assembled to address the directive by the Board 
to include this area in the five outcomes to be used for measuring the progress of Kansas 
students. The first meeting of the stakeholders’ work group was held on February 5th.  The next 
meeting is scheduled for March 4th. The plan is to be able to pilot an instrument this fall. 
 
Workgroups continue to review the new ESSA (Every Student Succeeds Act) that was signed 
into law on December 14, 2015, by President Obama. This act reauthorizes the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act (ESEA) of 1965. This act also revises positions in the No Child Left 
Behind Act (NCBL) of 2001. The department has established a link for the field to direct 
questions to which can be found on this page : 
http://www.ksde.org/Default.aspx?tabid=525 
 
Parents as Teachers (submitted by Janet Newton) 
 
At this time, the legislature continues to work on state funding.  As per Legislative Research, the 
conference committee met and worked out differences in the House and Senate Appropriations Bills 
and included the following wording regarding the Children’s Initiative Fund: 
 

 
 
The House and Senate will still need to vote on this version of the Appropriations bill.  If passed, it 
would be sent to the Governor.  Currently, the $7.2 million in TANF funding is not specifically 
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directed to any one program but would be allocated by the Children’s Cabinet which may be 
adjusted by the Governor.  We are working with the Department for Children and Families to clarify 
requirements for the use of TANF.  If an income based eligibility requirement is enacted, families 
unable to pay for services would lose access to PAT.  Local PAT programs would incur additional 
administrative duties diverting direct service funds to administrative functions reducing the number 
of families served.  Based on estimated costs to local programs as determined by the Kansas Parents 
as Teachers Association (KPATA), this change could reduce services to an estimated 700 families. 
 
State Pre-Kindergarten (formerly the Four Year Old At-Risk) Program (Submitted by Barb 
Dayal ) 
The grant application renewal forms and revised Program Standards and Requirements for the 
State Pre-Kindergarten program have be sent out and are due in by March 11. Program questions 
will be directed to Colleen Riley or Vera Stroup-Rentier. Application questions will continue to 
be directed to Beccy Strohm.  
http://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/Early%20Childhood/State%20PreKindergarten/StatePreK-
Application.pdf 
http://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/Early%20Childhood/State%20PreKindergarten/StatePreK-
Standards.pdf 
 
 Kansas Preschool Program (formerly the Pre-K Program) (Submitted by Barb Dayal)  
The Kansas Preschool Program is in its 10th year and is located across the state in 12 sites. The 
KPP is funded through the Children’s Initiative Fund. Program applications for 2016-17 will be 
going out soon, and will be due back on April 25, 2016.  
 
UPDATE:  Gayle Stuber has retired as of December 17th.  Colleen Riley (criley@ksde.org) will 
be the contact for both the Kansas Preschool Program and the State Pre-K Program until a new 
consultant is assigned.   
 
Kansas Early Learning Standards (Submitted by Barb Dayal) 
The Kansas Early Learning Standards are posted on the KSDE website.  Please go to:  
http://www.ksde.org/Default.aspx?tabid=3321 for your copy.  The work to develop training and 
TA modules around the Kansas Early Learning Standards is in process and should be completed 
by mid-year or late spring, 2016.   Access information will be provided in the spring of 2016. 
 
Kansas School Readiness Framework:  (Submitted by Barb Dayal) 
The Kansas School Readiness Framework provides a structure for programs at both the state and 
local levels to make program, process, and procedure decisions through alignment of program 
components.  As an example, the Kansas Preschool Program (KPP) components have been 
aligned with the Kansas School Readiness Framework which provides a clear connection 
between the KPP’s outcomes and the research-based School Readiness Indicators.  This is one 
way to promote school readiness for our children and support the need for strong early learning 
experiences that enhance school readiness.   
 
Homeless (Submitted by Tate Toedman) 
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2014-2015 homeless data showed that 143 school districts identified a total of 9,715 homeless 
students in Kansas school districts.  1,695 of these identified were students with disabilities.  The 
state saw an increase in the number of unaccompanied homeless youth, with 1,122 identified.  I 
have attached our data. 
 
The 17th annual Statewide Summit On Homelessness and Housing will be held on April 25-27, 
in Manhattan, Kansas. The theme this year is: Collaboration: It Takes a Village. For more 
information on this conference contact: Cheryl Patrick:  cpatrick@kshomeless.com. Online 
registration will be available soon at: www.kshomeless.com 
 
 
English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) (Submitted by Julie Ewing, ESOL/Bilingual 
and Title III consultant, KSDE)  
 
Every spring English Learners K-12 take an English Language Proficiency Assessment to 
determine progress in the English language.  Kansas has joined a consortium called ELPA21 that 
contains 9 other states around the country to create a new assessment that measures the standards 
that are in place for Kansas.  This test will be interactive and measure reading, listening, 
speaking, and writing.  It will also give a composite score.  This test will provide teachers with 
valuable information on the progress of each student in their language development.  Kansas is 
very excited to be part of this consortium and the new assessment.  You can check out sample 
items at www.elpa21.org   
 



Forwarded message from Tate Toedman.  Note: Summit is open to anyone and preconference is free 
to attendees. 
 
From: Tate Toedman  
Sent: Monday, March 07, 2016 4:54 PM 
To: homeless@listserv.ksde.org 
Cc: #Early Childhood, Special Education and Title <ESTStaff@ksde.org> 
Subject: McKinney-Vento professional development activities 
 

Registration is Open! 
THE 17TH ANNUAL STATEWIDE SUMMIT ON 
HOMELESSNESS AND HOUSING 
Collaboration: It takes a Village 
April 25-27, 2016 
Four Points by Sheraton Manhattan 
530 Richards Drive, Manhattan, KS 66502 

 
 The Pre-Conference begins on April 25th with four pre-conference work shops 

o SOAR Fundamentals Training 

o Homeless Liaison Training 

o Poverty Simulation 

o CMHC Housing Specialist Training 

 

 The Summit begins on April 26th with a full day of presentations followed by a 
Networking Reception held in the Tallgrass room. 

 

 The Summit resumes on the 27th, with another day of presentations. 

 

 There will be specific breakouts especially geared toward homeless liaisons. 

 

CEUs Available!  Online Registration is available at www.kshomeless.com 

under the Summit Tab, also available is the paper registration form. 

 
 

mailto:homeless@listserv.ksde.org
mailto:ESTStaff@ksde.org
http://www.kshomeless.com/
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Kansas Coordinating Council on Early Childhood Developmental Services 

February 26, 2016 
 
 
Kansas Early Head Start – Child Care Partnership Request for Proposal 
 
The Kansas Department for Children and Families (DCF), Economic and Employment Services 
(EES) – Kansas Early Head Start Program, announces the release of a Request for Proposal (RFP) 
to identify strong community-based family support providers and child care partners to serve Kansas 
Early Head Start children participating in Child Care Subsidy. In addition to supporting vulnerable 
children and their families, DCF’s goal is to increase the quality of child care environments in which 
these children are enrolled.  
 
Kansas Early Head Start Home Visitation Request for Proposal 
The Kansas Department for Children and Families (DCF), Economic and Employment Services 
(EES) – Kansas Early Head Start Program, announces the release of a Request for Proposal (RFP) 
to qualified Kansas Head Start and Kansas Early Head Start agencies to provide services to low-
income pregnant women and families with infants and toddlers.   The program is based on research 
that demonstrates that the impact of early intervention through high quality programs enhances 
opportunities for success among families and young children. The program provides early, 
continuous, intensive, and comprehensive child development and family support services to family 
and children.  Services provided include, but are not limited to; physical, mental, and oral health, 
nutrition, early childhood education, financial literacy, family engagement and strengthening, marriage 
education and job training. The services provided to families and children are designed to reinforce 
and respond to the unique strengths and needs of each child and family.  
 

Head Start & Partners: Sharing to Navigating change Together 
 
Event:  On February 5th the Head Start Collaboration Director, DCF Child Care Administrator, and the 
Children’s Services Access Manager attended the Region VII Partners Meeting hosted by the Region 
VII Office of Head Start & Child Care. Others who attended the meeting included:  Head Start/Early 
Head Start Directors (including USD grantee administrators), Agency Fiscal Directors, Agency 
Executive Directors (Community Action Agencies and Non-Community Action Agencies) 
Purpose:  Sharing of information regarding changes in the early childhood filed in Kansas to prompt 
and facilitate learning and application of new learning.  



	  
Recipient	  Name	  
Date	  
Page	  2	  of	  2	  

Expected Outcomes: 
• Up-dates & Information from the Regional Office will provide a better understanding of the New 

T/TA System, and the new DRS Monitoring Protocols. 
• Up-dates & Information from DCF to provide a better understanding of CCDF Child Care 

Subsidy, the new QRIS project, and the HSCO Needs Assessment Summary. 
• Discuss the FY 2016 OHS Leadership, Governance Managements Systems Monitoring 

Protocol; Governing Body Interview Guide. 
 
Early Head Start-Child Care Partnership Meeting 

On March 15th through the 17th, the Region VII Office of Head Start and Office of Child care will be 
hosting a Region VII training and Consultation Session in collaboration with the National Center on 
Early Head Start -Child Care Partnerships. The meeting will be designed to help participants 
understand child care policy making in each state. Facilitated discussions about state child care 
systems and policies will provide the opportunity for key leaders to share information and work 
together to improve the quality of early care and education. Kim Kennedy, Carrie Hastings and Karen 
Beckerman have been requested to participate in the Early Head Start-Child care (EHS-CC) 
Partnership Training for Region VII. They will participate on a state team for the EHS-CC Partnership 
Grantee for Kansas. 

Child Care Development Fund State Plan  

 The Kansas Department for Children and Families (DCF) has submitted the Child Care and 
Development Fund (CCDF) State Plan for 2016-2018 to support the federal child care subsidy 
program per authorization of the Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG) Act. CCDF 
provides financial assistance to low-income families that are working or participating in education and 
training with help paying child care, and to improving the quality of care for all children. The 
reauthorization of the CCDBG Act in November 2014 strengthened focus on promoting children’s 
healthy development, health and safety of children in care, promoting the continuity of access to 
subsidy for low-income families, increasing consumer education regarding child care choices, and 
improving the overall quality of early care and education. The plan describes how the CCDF program 
will be administered by DCF in accordance with the CCDBG Act. 
  

DCF hosted a public meeting to solicit stakeholder input on the CCDF Plan. The meeting was held 
February 11, 2016 from 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the DCF Administration Building. Individuals who 
were not able to travel to Topeka were offered the opportunity to participate via Live Meeting and/or 
teleconference. The plan was posted on this website January 14, 2016 and the comment period was 
open until Monday, February 15th. 

 

 



 
 

 

Kansas Infant Toddler Services 

Bureau of Family Health 

1000 SW Jackson, Ste 220 

Topeka, KS 66612 

 

Phone: 785-296-6135 

Fax: 785-296-8626 

www.ksits.org 

 

Kansas Coordinating Council on Early Childhood Developmental Services 
 

February 23, 2016 
 
Kansas Infant-Toddler Services, Part C tiny-k Program  
The Draft Annual State Application under Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), as 
amended in 2004: Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2016 is available for review on the KS ITS Website: www.ksits.org 
For Public Comment contact: swalters@kdheks.gov.  Deadline for Public Comment: April 15, 2016 
It looks as though we will be getting $227,852 more this year from OSEP.  This brings us closer to the amount 

we were getting prior to Sequestration.  The increase is not reflected in the Draft Grant Application on our 

website.  We did not learn of the increase until after the grant was posted for public comment. Any thoughts you 

have about how to utilize the $227,852 can be submitted as you would public comments.  We will take all 

suggestions and comments into account when we finalize the Grant Application.  The Grant is due to OSEP by 

April 21, 2016 
 
Local program grant application packets have been distributed to the local tiny-k programs.  They are due back to 
KDHE by April 20, 2016.  Highlights of the application packet include: 

 New Budget Requirements 
 New Application for all programs 
 Revised Assurances 
 Specific Focus on Summer Services  
 All local tiny-k programs will be required to utilize the Web-based IFSP starting July 1, 2016. 

 
It looks as if there will be a reduction of 3 programs to 33 next year due to lead/fiscal agencies deciding they 
cannot continue as the lead/fiscal agency for Part C any longer.   Lakemary and Atchison City are looking for new 
lead and fiscal agencies and will likely merge with other local tiny-k programs.  Clay-Washington Co. is planning to 
merge with Marshall County.  Decisions about lead and fiscal agencies are made locally by the Local Interagency 
Coordinating Council.  KDHE and the SICC staff member have been assisting local ICCs in the transition process and 
KDHE has guidance within the Part C Procedure Manual about how to make the transition to a new lead and fiscal 
agency. 
 
The State Performance Plan/Annual Performance Report (SPP/APR) was submitted on time and is at the Office of 
Special Education Programs for review.  They will provide a clarification period for us to answer any questions 
they may have about the document.      
 
Local tiny-k Program Determinations went out to all 36 programs on February 10, 2016.  

25 – Met requirements 

9 – Needs Assistance 

2 – Needs intervention 

These will be posted on our Website together with the SPP/APR when KDHE receives its determination from 

OSEP.   
 
State Systemic Improvement Plan work continues.  Kansas Infant-Toddler Services (KS ITS) is utilizing the 
expertise and assistance of the technical assistance opportunities.  
 

http://www.ksits.org/
mailto:swalters@kdheks.gov


 

 

Please See the KITS Collaborative Calendar for a listing of upcoming meetings and training.   
http://www.kskits.org/~kskits/cgi-bin/CollCal/EventListing.php 
 
Legislative actions that affect Part C directly: 
Lead Agency Update:  As of February 23, 2016 Part C Kansas Infant Toddler Services will be staying put at KDHE. 
 
Senate Bill 444 establishes a language assessment program to assess, monitor, and track language developmental 
milestones of children who are deaf or hard of hearing from birth to 8 years of age. The program is to be 
administered by the Kansas Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (KCDHH) and assessments provided by 
the early intervention services administered by the KDHE Part C tiny-k program and school districts.   
 
Other KDHE Program Updates: 
The Kansas Special Health Care Needs program is partnering with Region 4 Midwest Genetics Collaborative and 
Heartland Genetics for parents of children with special health care needs to provide Care Coordination training on 
April 16.   Once 10 families have confirmed attendance, location will be set based on the needs of the majority of 
the families. Please contact families and let them know of this great training opportunity. You can also forward 
names to Michelle Black at KDHE and she will keep a list of families to contact. If you have any questions please let 
Michelle know. KDHE is able to provide $100.00 gift cards for each family that is able to complete the full day of 
training. You may print the attached flyer and distribute it to families.   
 
Michelle Black 
Newborn Screening/ Special Health Care Needs 
Care Coordinator 
1000 SW Jackson, Suite 220 
Topeka, KS 66612 
Phone (785) 291-3366 
Fax (785) 296-8616 
mcblack@kdheks.gov 
 

http://www.kskits.org/~kskits/cgi-bin/CollCal/EventListing.php


 

 

Care Coordination Training 

April 16, 2016  

Kansas Special Health Care Needs program is partnering with Region 4 Midwest Genetics 

Collaborative and Heartland Genetics for parents of children with special health care needs. 

The purpose of this training is to help parents learn:  

 How to identify a medical home 

 Techniques to organize information and find reliable 

resources 

 How to navigate health care and insurance systems 

 Skills to increase communication and coordination 

between multiple providers 

 How to plan early for child’s transitions 

 Ideas for coping with stress and finding support  

 Advocacy skills 

 

 

        

        

 

 

Questions: Call Michelle Black at (785) 291-3366 or 1-800-332-6262 

Locations will be selected based upon where participants who pre-register live. So register early!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sub Headline 

Donec vitae dolor felis, quis porta odio. Nullam tristique vestibulum sapien, consectetur sagittis urna mollis 

a. Nunc auctor ullamcorper quam quis feugiat. Vestibulum ut consectetur justo. Maecenas dolor urna, luctus 

What is Care Coordination? 

 

“A needs driven, team based 

process that values families as 

essential partners. 

 

Care Coordination is intended 

to integrate care among 

multiple service providers, 

enhance the caregiving ability 

of the family, and maximize the 

potential of the child.” 

This training is open to any parent of a child with a 
special health care need. 
 
Participatants will be eligible to receive a $100 gift 
card upon completion of the training.   
 
Pre-registration is required due to limited space. 

*Childcare not provided* 
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State	  Interagency	  Coordinating	  Council	  Staff	  Report	  
Submitted	  by	  Phoebe	  Rinkel	  
February	  25,	  2016	  
	  
SICC	  Meetings/Tasks	  

• Communication	  and	  Collaboration	  Committee	  1-‐29-‐16:	  	  assisted	  with	  graphing	  results	  of	  
LICC	  survey	  2014	  to	  be	  shared	  on	  the	  website	  and	  possibly	  in	  upcoming	  newsletter.	  

• Sent	  legislative	  information	  for	  SICC	  members	  2-‐4-‐16	  	  
• Executive	  Committee	  2-‐16-‐16	  
• With	  Mary	  Duncan,	  delivered	  SICC	  packets	  to	  offices	  of	  Senator	  Bowers	  and	  

Representative	  Winn	  2-‐17-‐16	  
• Family	  Voices	  2-‐23-‐16	  	  
• With	  Mary	  Duncan,	  developed	  SICC	  new	  member	  orientation	  notebooks	  
• With	  Mary	  Duncan,	  revising	  SICC	  new	  member	  orientation	  PowerPoint	  in	  preparation	  

for	  90	  minute	  web-‐based	  training	  (Adobe	  Connect)	  
o March	  10,	  or	  between	  March	  28-‐	  April	  8	  
o Over	  lunch	  (11:30-‐1:00)	  or	  evening	  (5:30-‐7:00	  p.m.	  or	  7:00-‐8:30	  p.m.)	  

State	  Agency	  Meetings/Training	  
• Infant	  Toddler	  Staff	  Meetings	  1-‐26-‐16,	  2-‐2-‐16,	  2-‐9-‐16,	  2-‐16-‐16,	  2-‐23-‐16	  
• Completed	  KDHE	  Orientation	  training	  
• Part	  C	  Budget	  Webinar	  2-‐12-‐16	  

Local	  Interagency	  Coordinating	  Councils	  (LICCs)	  
• Met	  with	  Ottawa-‐Wellsville	  LICC	  1-‐26-‐16	  with	  Sarah	  at	  request	  of	  Part	  C	  coordinator	  to	  

provide	  information	  about	  the	  roles	  and	  responsibilities	  of	  LICC	  members	  
• Met	  with	  Flint	  Hills	  LICC	  2-‐19-‐16	  at	  request	  of	  Part	  C	  coordinator	  to	  provide	  information	  

on	  the	  importance	  of	  the	  role	  of	  parents	  on	  the	  LICC.	  	  Will	  facilitate	  review	  of	  Kansas	  
Family	  Engagement	  Standards	  for	  Early	  Childhood	  and	  completion	  of	  self-‐assessment	  in	  
May,	  prior	  to	  the	  LICC's	  annual	  planning	  meeting.	  

• Scheduled	  to	  meet	  with	  Topeka	  Early	  Childhood	  Council	  with	  Sarah	  Walters	  3-‐7-‐16	  to	  
provide	  information	  regarding	  roles	  and	  responsibilities	  of	  LICC	  	  

• Drafting	  schedule	  of	  LICCs	  to	  visit	  per	  job	  description	  (approx.	  1/3	  per	  year	  on	  a	  3	  year	  
cycle).	  	  Will	  work	  with	  Matt	  and	  Sarah	  to	  send	  out	  letter	  with	  the	  schedule,	  asking	  LICCs	  
to	  let	  me	  know	  when	  to	  come	  to	  a	  meeting.	  	  Will	  make	  it	  clear	  that	  LICCs	  not	  on	  the	  
schedule	  for	  a	  visit	  can	  also	  request	  assistance	  anytime.	  	  

Professional	  Early	  Childhood	  Meetings/Presentations	  
• Kansas	  Pyramid	  Collaborative	  1-‐27-‐16	  
• Best	  Practice	  Application	  review	  team	  2-‐2-‐16	  
• Children's	  Cabinet	  Board	  Meeting	  2-‐5-‐16	  
• KDEC	  presentations	  2-‐25-‐16	  

o Kansas	  Early	  Learning	  Standards	  Toolkits	  
o Revitalizing	  Commitment	  to	  Inclusion	  in	  Early	  Childhood	  
o Stump	  the	  State	  
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Kansas	  Legislative	  Update	  
• House	  and	  Senate	  passed	  major	  budget	  bill	  2-‐17-‐16	  

o Appears	  to	  produce	  an	  ending	  balance	  for	  this	  fiscal	  year	  of	  $6.5	  million	  and	  $89	  
million	  for	  FY2017,	  subject	  to	  revenues.	  	  

o Keeps	  CIF	  separate	  from	  state	  general	  funds	  (SGF)	  but	  removes	  language	  
keeping	  Parents	  as	  Teachers	  from	  becoming	  means	  tested	  program.	  	  Leaves	  Part	  
C	  Infant	  Toddler	  Services	  with	  KDHE.	  

o Allows	  Governor	  to	  decide	  if	  necessary	  to	  delay	  KPERS	  payments	  for	  rest	  of	  
2016	  (about	  $100	  million)	  but	  funds	  must	  be	  paid	  back	  with	  interest	  by	  Sept.	  30,	  
2016.	  	  This	  provides	  potential	  source	  of	  funds	  to	  address	  K-‐12	  education	  ruling.	  

• Supreme	  Court	  ruling	  on	  Gannon	  2-‐11-‐16	  determined	  state	  funding	  for	  K-‐12	  education	  
in	  Kansas	  is	  "inequitable".	  	  	  "Without	  a	  constitutionally	  equitable	  school	  finance	  system,	  
the	  schools	  in	  Kansas	  will	  be	  unable	  to	  operate	  beyond	  June	  30."	  (p.	  75).	  	  Legislature	  will	  
decide	  whether	  to	  spend	  more	  money	  or	  write	  a	  new	  funding	  formula	  by	  June	  30.	  

• Alvarez	  &	  Marsal	  Efficiency	  Study	  recommendations	  for	  $20	  million	  in	  savings	  are	  being	  
reviewed	  in	  committees.	  	  	  

• 2-‐23-‐16	  was	  Turnaround	  Day	  -‐	  bills	  must	  be	  out	  of	  committee	  or	  in	  an	  exempt	  
committee	  if	  they	  will	  be	  worked	  on	  this	  session,	  so	  many	  bills	  voted	  on	  Feb.	  22-‐23.	  	  
Legislature	  out	  of	  session	  2-‐24-‐26	  until	  3-‐2-‐16.	  

• 3-‐21-‐16	  Last	  day	  to	  consider	  opposite-‐chamber	  bills	  
• 3-‐25-‐16	  Drop	  Dead	  Day	  
• 4-‐27-‐16	  Start	  of	  Veto	  Session	  

Bills	  on	  Watch	  
Withdrawn:	  

• HB	  2504-‐	  School	  district	  realignment	  bill	  
• HB	  2630-‐Removing	  gifted	  students	  from	  category	  of	  special	  education	  	  

Died:	  
• HB	  2292-‐	  An	  act	  introduced	  by	  committee	  on	  federal	  and	  state	  affairs	  concerning	  

schools;	  enacting	  the	  local	  control	  of	  Kansas	  education	  act;	  development	  and	  
establishment	  of	  K-‐12	  curriculum	  standards	  (abolishing	  common	  core).	  Referred	  to	  
House	  Education	  Committee.	  	  	  

• HB	  2457-‐	  An	  act	  to	  expand	  tax	  credit	  scholarship	  act.	  	  Committee	  on	  Federal	  and	  State	  
Affairs.	  

• SB	  444-‐	  creating	  a	  language	  assessment	  for	  children	  who	  are	  deaf	  or	  hard	  of	  hearing,	  
introduced	  by	  Assessment	  and	  Taxation	  committee,	  referred	  to	  Senate	  Education	  
Committee.	  	  Hearing	  scheduled	  for	  Feb.	  18	  cancelled;	  notice	  of	  hearing	  rescheduled	  for	  
March	  7-‐8	  but	  appears	  bill	  did	  not	  get	  out	  of	  committee	  this	  week.	  	  Language	  in	  the	  bill	  
called	  for	  coordination	  with	  SICC.	  	  (See	  KDHE	  agency	  report	  and	  fiscal	  note.)	  	  KASEA	  
voiced	  opposition	  to	  single	  methodology	  in	  opposition	  to	  IDEA.	  	  

Active:	  
• HB2534	  -‐	  Freedom	  from	  unsafe	  restraint	  and	  seclusion	  act.	  	  Withdrawn	  from	  Committee	  

on	  Children	  and	  Seniors	  2-‐10-‐16	  and	  referred	  to	  Appropriations	  Committee	  which	  is	  
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considering	  amendments.	  	  KASEA	  has	  voiced	  concerns	  about	  Task	  Force	  
recommendations	  omitted	  from	  the	  bill	  and	  changes	  to	  the	  original	  intent	  for	  the	  
statutes	  to	  sunset.	  	  (Kathy	  Kersenbrock-‐Ostmeyer	  is	  task	  force	  member.)	  

• HB	  2585	  -‐	  An	  act	  to	  establish	  task	  force	  to	  evaluate	  foster	  care	  system.	  	  From	  Children	  
and	  Seniors	  Committee,	  referred	  to	  Committee	  on	  Appropriations.	  	  	  

• SB	  463-‐	  Senate	  Ways	  and	  Means	  introduced	  an	  act	  "concerning	  funds	  in	  the	  state	  
treasury;	  abolishing	  the	  expanded	  lottery	  act	  revenues	  fund,	  the	  Kansas	  endowment	  for	  
youth	  fund,	  the	  children's	  initiative	  fund;	  duties	  of	  the	  children's	  cabinet;	  transfers	  to	  
the	  state	  general	  fund.	  	  “On	  July	  1,	  2017,	  the	  children's	  initiatives	  fund	  is	  hereby	  
abolished.	  On	  July	  1,	  2017,	  the	  director	  of	  accounts	  and	  reports	  shall	  transfer	  all	  moneys	  
in	  the	  children's	  initiatives	  fund	  to	  the	  state	  general	  fund,	  and	  all	  liabilities	  of	  the	  
children's	  initiatives	  fund	  are	  hereby	  transferred	  to	  and	  imposed	  on	  the	  state	  general	  
fund.	  Whenever	  the	  children's	  initiatives	  fund,	  or	  words	  of	  like	  effect,	  is	  referred	  to	  or	  
designated	  by	  a	  statute,	  contract	  or	  other	  document,	  such	  reference	  or	  designation	  shall	  
be	  deemed	  to	  apply	  to	  the	  state	  general	  fund.”	  

	  
	  
Looking	  Ahead:	  
	  
Mental	  Health	  Advocacy	  Day	  at	  the	  Capitol,	  March	  15,	  2016	  sponsored	  by	  Kansas	  Mental	  Health	  
Coalition.	  	  Briefing	  from	  8:30-‐noon	  at	  the	  Visitors	  Center	  Auditorium	  Lunch	  provided	  for	  
legislative	  district	  advocates	  and	  legislators.	  	  Advocates	  are	  encouraged	  to	  make	  appointments	  
with	  legislators	  to	  voice	  concerns	  about	  mental	  health	  program	  budgets	  and	  policy	  issues.	  	  To	  
register,	  visit:	  
http://kansasmentalhealthcoalition.onefireplace.com/event-‐2142438/Registration	  
	  
April	  is	  Child	  Abuse	  Prevention	  Month	  and	  KCSL	  is	  sponsoring	  a	  webinar	  series	  to	  support	  child	  
abuse	  prevention	  programs	  and	  activities,	  beginning	  February	  25.	  	  For	  schedule	  of	  webinars	  and	  
registration:	  	  	  
https://www.kcsl.org/WebinarTraining.aspx	  
	  
April	  2,	  2016	  is	  World	  Autism	  Awareness	  Day.	  	  For	  information	  
https://www.autismspeaks.org/what-‐autism/world-‐autism-‐awareness-‐day	  
	  
Looking	  Back:	  
	  
The	  Early	  Childhood	  Technical	  Assistance	  Center:	  Improving	  Systems,	  Practices	  and	  Outcomes	  
for	  Young	  Children	  with	  Disabilities	  and	  their	  Families,	  National	  Inclusion	  Webinar	  Series	  
Archived	  webinars	  from	  February	  11,	  2016	  and	  February	  18,	  2016	  
http://ectacenter.org/~calls/2016/nationalinclusion.asp	  
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